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FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 
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(Concluded from page 18.) 


I now offer a few remarks on the manner in which God tries 
his people. First, he does it thoroughly. He carries on the 
process till it has passed through every member and joint, 
every ligament and vessel of the spiritual system, and the be- 
liever has been brought to the test on every point. This 
much is intimated by the comparison— 


‘Thou didst prove and try us, O Lord, 
As men do silver try.” 


The whole work of sanctification, from its commencement 
in the day of regeneration, to its completion in the hour of 
death, is this ‘‘ proving and trying.” There is not a single ad- 
vantage gained over the “old man” without atrial. It is the 
plucking out of a right eye, and the cutting off of a right hand. 
it is mortifying ; which signifies putting to death—one, not en- 
feebled, but in full vigour ; which must needs be painful work, 
and trying to the graces of the Spirit. When one trial does not 
surve the purpose, another is sent, and another still, until the 
soul is brought completely to yield to the will of God. 

More particularly, all their trials are about truth and duty. 
Willthey believe because God declares it, and obey because 
he commands it, or will they not? all the affections of the flesh, 
and the concurring influence of Satan and the world, are ex- 
erted to the utmost to prevent them from coming to this, while 
all the arguments and persuasion in the scriptures, are used 
to bring them upto it. And when these do not succeed, God 
takes stronger measures; for to this point they must come ere 
they can have comfortable fellowship with him. Hence, there 
1s constant war within them, and also without them. The flesh 
andthe Spirit fight within, God and Satan without; and hence 
their trials arise. Every inch of their progress im faith and 
practice, is disputed, and must be gained by fighting, not only 
against the devil and the world, but themselves also ; and ere 
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~ battle is won, they have to pass through both the fire ana 
Before they can see the truth as it ought to be seen, they 


‘atust be put in the attitude of suffering and distress. To see 


that summary of all trath rightly—* Deliver from going down 
to the pit, Ihave found a ransom” —requires that one feel him- 
selfabout sinking. To be prepared to see that gracious char- 
acter—‘‘a very present. in time of trouble” —we must be 
in trouble. “He is the widow’s shield and the orphan’s stay.’’ 
This supposes trouble of the sorest kind. And besides these 

, which have an aspect towards some special case of 
Rtress, the godly know by experience that trouble and afflic- 
tion is often an interpreter of the word to them with such clear- 
ness that they cannot mistake it. 

I have already hinted, that the receiving of truth or embrac- 
ing of it upon the testimony of God alone, isa sore trial. It is 
like poison to every carnal propensity. It says to pride, thou 
must be humbled to the dust, and the Lord alone must be ex- 
alted—to wisdom, thou must be accounted folly, and the wise 
man a fool—and to self-righteousness, thou must be cast off as 
filthy rags. The great man must humble himself to the level 
of a little child, and the rich and noble must account them- 
selves poor, miserable, blind, naked, wretched and condemned 
criminals. This must needs be a hardlesson tolearn. Many 
stop here, and proceed no farther. It i: not till they are 
brought to the last extremity, and there is no other hope that 
dny do fully receive it. And were nota divine power put 
forth in the word, and often accompanied with melting trials, 
their hearts would continue to resist it with all the hardness 
of the adamant. 

Most of those that came to Christ in the days of his flesh, 
were impelled by some sore trouble, which nothing else could 
remove; and thisisthe case still. And not at our first receiv- 
ing of the truth only, but in our future progress, sore trials are 
required to bring usto a hearty reception of it. Until these 
are sent, the same truth is read, and preached, and pressed on 
the mind, by the weightiest arguments, for years together in 
vain. This accounts for our progress being exceedingly slow, and 
our afterwards finding reason to wonder at our own stupidity, 
that could not receive at the first proposal, that which we have 
received only now after so long a time and so much trouble. 

Ifthe receiving of truth costs the believer many and sore 
trials, the keeping of it does so also. On this point, the trials 
of the visible church mainly turn, because it is of the highest 
importance. The whole interest of Christ’s kingdom on earth 
turns here. While the church holds fast, his kingdom is on the 
advance, and when she relaxes her hold, the kingdom of Satan 








has the advantage. bigs eee ' be expected, so it 
happens, mye the churc iil he private christian, are 
oftenest and sorest tried on this. Lite such a bearing 
these two opposite kingd Chri 

his people’s fidelity in this parti 
charge in the Revelation—“ hold , whil rincip: 
aim of Satan and those under him, will be, (as it has been,) to 
allure them or drive them from this, 

Before specifying God’s manner of trying his ople on fey 
holding of truth, observe, that to keep or hold fast the trath> 
is more than to retain a clear understanding of it, or continu- 
ing to assent to it. It is to hold it in publie profession before 
the world, and as arule of practice in the private walks of 
life. It is to hold it in the embraces of the heart, and give i¢ 
a ready and cheerful obedience in things to which no authori- 
ty, under God, can reach—an implicit confidence and trus® 
which nothing but the testimony of him, who cannot lie, could. 
warrant—and an esteem and delight answerable to its excel- 
lency and importance to the soul, as the wisdom of God, and. 
the power of God unto salvation. To prove this, a great ma- 
ny scriptures, but especially a great part of the cxix. Psalm, 
might be adduced. Now, it is on these several ways of hold- 
ing fast the truth, that God tries, and Satan tempts. 

1. Suppose the case, whichis often to be met with, that 
professors have difficulty in waiting upon the profession of 
the truth as espoused by them, perhaps from their distance 
from the place of worship or some circumstance in their situa- 
tion; or, suppose they have difficulty in contributing their 
portion of support to it. This is ordered, in Providence, as 
their trial; to prove and try what esteem they have for 
their profession, what interest the truth has in their affections ; 
whether it, or their own ease or wordly affairs, have the as- 
cendancy. Ifthe former, assuredly none but weighty reasons 
will prevent them from filling their place and doing their part ; 
but if the latter, almost any thing will be deemed a sufficient 
excuse for delinquency. 

2. Suppose public ordinances are taken from them, or th 
removed from them in some providential way, over whic 
they had no control, this is a farthér trial on the same point. 
if these ordinances, because of their purity and fulness, were 
esteemed as the wells of salvation and the bread from heaven, 
without which a soul cannot live, they will be considered a 
great loss, and the subject of much anxious concern, self-ex~ 
amination, and frequent prayer; and the longing desires of 
the soul after them will increase. But if they were counted 
but light food, such a privation will not be very painful, and 
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the irksomeness of silent, Sabbaths will grow less as the mind 
finds out new employment for its thoughts. 

3.. Suppose there is some other profession in the immediate 

ood, which seems to come so very near their own, 
that they have'to come down only a single step in their attain- 
ments, in order to have ordinances plenty and convenient. I 
call this a trial, appointed by the God of ordinances, and gene- 
rally accompanied by many deep laid snares. For if they will 
c t to come down at all, if it were but an hair’s breadth, 
the Devil can contrive to accommodate their consciene with 
as easy and indiscernible steps, all the way to the sorTom. 
Now is the time of trial on that text, ‘‘ He that is faithful in 
the least, is faithfal also in much.” It isin little things, God 
puts the greatest trials on his people. In the not eating of the 
fruit of a tree, in speaking to the rock, instead of smiting it, 
&c. Now isthe time to grasp that word—‘ Nevertheless 
whereunto we have already attained, let us walk by the same 
rule, let us mind the same thing;” and with it, it as with a 
sharp two-edged sword, lay open the plausible, but sophistical 
arguments, plead in behalf of yielding up this attainment, in 
which the difference lies. In sucha case professors have great 
need to watch unto prayer, against delusion and false reason- 
ing; but most of all, against their own carnal feelings. If they 
be divided against themselves, they cannot stand. This is 
the great trial of the present time, not to individuals only, but, 
to churches also. 

4, If, in the above case, professors stand their grouad, a 
irial of a different nature generally falls to their lot. If the 
waters of error have not been able to drown them, it will be 
iried whether the fire of reproach can burn, or the tongue of 
persecution harass them. They are now vilified and reproach- 
ed. They are called bigots, pharisaical zealots, hypocrites, 
uncharitable, illiberal, &c. This is ordered in providence, 
for their trial, on such texts as these, ‘‘ Whosover, therefore, 
shall be ashamed of me and my words, in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him, also, shall the Son of Man be asha- 
med,” &c. “ Esteeming the reproaches of Christ greater 
riches than all the treasures of Egypt.” This trial is somuch 
ihe greater, that the individual is left to stand in it alone. And 
as Samson said on another occasion, ‘ if ye will not fall upon 
me yourselves,’ it would be some comfort; but, poor man, - 
when the enemies of his profession, like so many Phillistines, 
are ready to fall upon him, his fellow-professors are frequently 
for giving up the cause, and basely standing aloof, or like Job’s 
wife, they turn his integrity to his reproach. 

In such a trial there is great need of patience, and also of 
mecknhess. “Watch against the sallies of passion. Remember 
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that it is your trial, and that the Master of the house 


more severely tried on this same point. It is e 

servant is like him. And take this for your encouragement, 
that Christ is on the side of the jots and tttles of his own truth , 
and will one day make it appear to the world. 

5. The current of popular opinion is another trial, to those 
that sould bold the truth. both wind and tide are again: 
them, and frequently raise such a tumult and commotion as 
terrifies the fearful and unbelieving out of their profession. It 
cannot be pleasant to be singular. And to stand out agai 
all the world, would seem hard to reconcile with m y: 
But the example of Christ comes in here to their assistance. 
Who so modest as he? “He did not cry, nor lift up, nor cause 
his voice to be heard inthe streets.’ Yet who so bold inhold- 
ing forth the truth? Sometimes in the days of this trial, it is 
wisdom to be content to hold fast that which we have, and 
to pray for grace to keep Peter’s resolution—* though allm 
should forsake thee, yet will not I’—without Fi my OM 
sword for offensive purposes. 

6. Though fire and sword are not now employed to exter- 
minate heretics, yet we well know that the same truths are as 
hateful as ever they were, nor is it easy to determine to what 
alength malevolent feelings may carry menin mischief against 
the prefessors of them, under colour of law. Whena multi- 
tude of all classes combine to carry a point, it is very easy to 
tiad a method of evading the best law, asthe melancholy fate 
of Morcan can witness. I say, therefore, it is possible that, 
amidst all the securities we enjoy, and under all the light that 
shines upon us, aman may not only be kept out of every office 
in the gift of his country, but he may be defrauded of his right, 
and plundered of his property, and, [ would almost say, hardly 
escape with his life, on account of his firmness to the truth. 
But when it is the case, he is neither to resent nor flee, nor 
think it strange as though some strange thing happened unto 
him, which never happened to the witnesses of God before ; 
but he is to look on it as one of his trials ordered by his heav- 
coly Father, and study patiently to endure it for conscience 
sake, and take for his encouragemeat the declaration of the 
Saviour, made forthis very purpose. ‘‘ But if ye be reproach- 
ed for the name of Christ, happy are ye, for the Spirit of God, 
and of glory resteth upon you.” 

7. When some temporal interest comes in competition with 
the truth, or with the opportunity of professing it—some lu- 
crative situation which will not allow time for family worship, 
of that calls us to.live witheut the reach of ordinances, or that 
Fequires some attention from us on the holy Sabbath, or some 
Marriage connexion, advantageous and agreeable every other 
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way, ly only there is a collision between it and the whole, or 
ois father ced at profession, it is u trial whether or not we 
e father-and mother, wife and children, houses and 
ras, forthe sake ofthetruth. And thought is not so terrific 
and formidable as a stake or a gibbet, yet we have reason to 
{ear that more have stumbled and fallen over it. It seems 
hard for aman to deny what he himself pleads for; and vast 
multitudes consider it impossible, and therefore yield, saying; 
they could not avoid it. Yet this is the very point on which 
the decision of their character turns. Without this they can- 
not be Christ’sdisciples. Here the child of God frequently fails, 
and has, in consequence, to suffer painful correction, and 
li sometimes to go with a bowed down back to the grave. 

8. Ihave said it ison the keeping of the truth the trials of 
ihe visible church mainly turn. Both her character, her duty 
and comfort, are identified with it. She is the pillar and ground 
of truth, and therefore with it must stand or fall. She is 
God’s witness, and therefore if she either compromise or sup- 
press truth, she becomes perjured, and her character is ruined. 
‘ruth is her foundation, her superstructure, her beauty and 
her very life; if therefore she lets truth go, she herself is 
quickly gone. And she is acity set on a hill—scen from all 
quarters, by which the enemy of truth can the more easily 
direct his shafts against her. Her great duty lies in “ con- 
tending,” ‘‘ fighting,” and striving together for the truth. Ma- 
uy a scheme have the gates of hell devised to decoy her from 
her position, or forcibly drive her from her duty; and often 
have they nearly succeeded. 

How very near destruction she was brought by the fair 
daughters of men, the flood can bear witness. How far idola- 
iry succeeded, we can see in the ruins of Jerusalem, by Ne- 
buchadnezzar. In the days of Christ she was brought very low 
by the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and after- 
wards was she assailed by the most bloody persecution—then 
vy a flood of damnable errors, and next by the mystery of 
bominations of the earth and the recoil of these—infidelity 
and’atheism, until nothing was left of her but two witnesses. 
‘Fhe next attempt was to sow the seed of discord within hery 
own borders, thereby to set her at variance with herself. And 
by this unhaliowed flame it is to be feared that some of her 
component parts have been withered and cried up. But 
now an armistice has been sounded, and Peace is now held out! 
Can it be? Impossible. The first promise proclaims war, to 
continue till the last enemy be destroyed, which is death, and 
vietory proclaimed over the grave. It was spoken by him 
who cannot lie. 


What are the terms of this proflered peace? Why simply 
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ihe transposition of the text, so as to read—“ love the peace 
and the truth,”—instead of ‘‘ love the truth and the peace.” 
Zech. viii. 19. _ 

Peace is truly desirable, and nothing can be more becoming 
the kingdom of the Prince of Peace ; yet, in my humble judg- 
ment, this is as great and sore a trial asany God has ever put 
the church to since the beginning. This plan, the putting of 
peace before truth, pretends not to let go a single letter of 
the Bible; yet in fact it turns it upside down. Th 
the whole Bible, truth is the foundation and peace the super- 
structure; nor will God ever be at peace with men on another 
foundation. But this plan completely reversesthat order. It 
is to this effect ; let us first be at peace by all means, and then 
let us go as far as peace will allow us in behalf of the truth. 
‘Fhe snare is deeply and ingeniously concealed, and many have 
fallen into it. Already the consequences to the truth are dis- 
mal; what the end may be, we know not. It is our comfort 
that he who reigns over all, is the God of truth, and the church 
will yet awake for both. Particular churches may fall off and 
perish, as they have done before ; but in the worst of times, 
there will be a church to whom the whole of God’s truth wil! 
be dear. 

9. This leading trial of the day, gives rise to others of its 
own kindred. As a necessary consequence, the church is 
strongly urged to lay aside her warlike character altogether ; 
to pull down her banners, and contend and strive and fight no 
more. She is told that these are antiquated customs, which 
took their origin from the emergencies of past times. She is 
flattered, she is threatened, and reproached by turns. This is 
her trial, and she would do well totake heed to it. It isat her 
peril to comply. They say, are not we the church of Christ 
as well as you? It may be hard to deny this, and it makes the 
irial so much the greater; but it can never prove that there 
is not a snare before us. There was upon a time a prophet 
sent from Judah to Bethel, to prophecy against the altar which 
S¢roboam had built there, and it was charged him by the word 
of the Lord, saying, eat no bread nor drink water, nor return 
again by the way that thou comest. And after he was gone, 
an old prophet went after him, and said unto him—“T am a 
prophet as well as thou art, and an angel spake to me by the 
word of the Lord, saying, bring him back with thee unto thy 
house, that he may eat bread and drink water ;” but he lied 
wnto him, as he afterward found to his sad experience. 

10. This trial is laid upon the whole frame and constitu- 
‘Yon of the church, or wherever it seems to be an obstacle to 
this false peace. She isnot expressly required to discard any 
of her peculiarities, but only to assign ty them a different 




















place. She may retain her testimony, and every thing it cou- 
only place them not at the door of admission, to guard its en- 
trance. The mivistry may draw out the sword of the Spirit as 


as ’s 
not with the edge of it. She may sing what rath ones 
and set up that government which she most approves, and ad- 
minister discipline in her own way within her own border, but 
their opposites she must not condemn. This is her trial from 
God, and he that thinks he stands, ought to take heed lest he 
fall, So plausible is the appearance of the snare, gilded over 
as it is with scripture language, so specious are its arguments, 
and so imposing is the character of many who have gone inta 
it, that unless a man stands in “ the full assurance of wnder- 
standing,” he may be insensibly carried off. Attempts are not 
wanting to drive the honest professor from this ground also. 
}t is boldly asserted, that we cannot be so assured of the truth 
of our profession, as charitably to pronounce what is opposed 
to it to be false; and the assertion is needed to bear out the 
consistency of seiting peace before truth. That multitudes 
neither have nor seek after such understanding of their pro- 
fession, is too obvious; but that there not only is “ all riches 
of the full assurance of understanding,” (Col. ii. 2.) within reach 
of the believer, but that it is his very safeguard in the present 
trial, is plain to be seen from the 4th ver. “ and this I say, lest 
any man should beguile you with enticing words.” If ever 
‘enticing words” bid fair to draw off the church from all fix- 
ednegs in public religious profession, it is now. Let all, there- 
fore, who regard her safety or their own, press forward to this 
full assurance of understanding.” 

i1. When men offer themselves as candidates to the holy 
ministry, who are opposed to any thing in the profession, indit- 
ferent about it or ignorant of it, this is a trial to the church’s 
watchmen to prove how they stand affected to trath and their 
sacred trast, and whether personal considerations, talents, ar 
any thing else, can with them preponderate over truth and 
their cwn solemn vows. Their decision in the case will tes: 
the state of matters, and what the church has to expect. « 

{2. Suppose that after all their vigilance, men find an en- 
trance into the ministry who are secretly opposed to some of 
the church’s attainments, or suppose they should become so. 
after their admission, but afterwards begin to divulge their 
opinions ; this is a trial both to ministers and people, and it will 
prove whether they are watching over the interests of truth 
or not. If peace is becoming more attractive among them than 
‘rath, such men will be let alone for peace’s sake ; but if the 
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latter still retains its due priority, they will be subject to dis- 
cipline. 

ms. When a candidate comes before a vacant congrega: 
tion, who is esteemed an orator, but not too w affected 
towards the peculiarities of the profession, neither plain nor 
pointed in his applications, this is a trialto them. Here they 
have before them the ‘“‘ words which man’s wisdom teacheth,” 
and by that means a strong hope of increasing in numbers, and 
becoming great among congregations. By another, Christ 
crucified is preached with great plainuess of speech. He is 
well calculated to satisfy the longing soul, but not to draw a 
multitude together. The flesh and the Spirit will have a hot 
contest before a decision can be made; for it is one of great 
importance, even the standing or falling of the truth. And 
here, even here, it often falls unheeded in the present time ; 
and as a just punishment of their unfaithfulaess, the congrega- 
tion often dwindles, and at length becomes extinct. 

14. When a congregation is very small, and not without 
great efforts able to support the preaching of the Gospel, it is. 
to try them on that point of faithfulness. immediately concern- 
ed in the admission of persons into fellowship. For if they 
are more desirous of lightening their burden than of holding 
fast the truth, many will be admitted who ought not. And 
when this is the case, providence sometimes employs these 
very persons as a scourge to punish the officers who admitted 
them, that they may read their sin in their punishment. 

15. When respectable and influential members become sub- 
ject to discipline, or when the number of offenders is great 
and menacing, it is a trial to church officers; before which 
many fall. Unless the purity of the church, and the authority 
of Christ, in his discipline, have more weight on them than a 
time-serving policy, or the fear of man, they will fall into the 
snare. 

When God himself, or his servants in his name, foretells an 
event to his people, whether it may be classed under the head 
of promise, prediction or threatening, it is a trial to their faith 
and hope; and though the end be the same, it is in circum- 
stances different from the preceding. The truth ofa doctrine 
is placed before us, and we may be said, in some sense, to see 
it as well as the testimony on which it rests; but here the. 
truth is not seen, and nothing is seen but the testimony of 
(god. There is no means of comparing it with another thing 
of the same kind, or of judging and reasoning concerning it. 
We are shut up in this case either to receive the simple testi- 
mony of God alone, or reject the whole matter altogether. 
This is therefore a different trial, but not an easier one. 
Should it begin immediately to. be accomplished, as Samuel’s 
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word to Saul, that he should be king, was, immediately after 
they parted, and as sundry other predictions are, or if they 
were always, as sometimes there has been a miraculous sigu 
added, the trial would not be sogreat. But neither is the case. 
The first promise was made to the church 4000 years before 
the wonderful seed of the woman made his appearance ; and 
the brusing of the serpent’s head will not be completed till the 
last trumpet sounds, and the dead are raised. This is a stand- 
ing trial to the faith and hope of the church, while she conti- 
nues in her militant state. And how easy so ever we may 
think it is to believe it theoretically, yet when called to be in 
earnest with it ina dying hour, to venture upon it as our only 
hope of a glorious resurrection, it is not so easy a matter. 
Over this part of it, the Sadducees of old stumbled and fell, 
and denied the resurrection altogether. The length of time 
which has to elapse, is a main part of the trial, and unbelief 
cannot get over it. ‘Where is the promise of his coming’ 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were.” 
God promised to Abraham a numerous posterity, like the stars 
of heaven for multitude, and the land of Canaan for a posses- 
sion. Nearly twenty-five years pass before a child of promise 
is born. In that same land of promise, he has to buy a piece 
of ground, in which to bury his dead, and die in it a stranger. 
These things were part of his trial, and his strong faith not- 
withstanding, he felt it at times. Even he was put to say— 
‘* Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and 
the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus—Behold, 
to me thou hast given no seed, and lo, one born in my house 
is mine heir;” (Gen. xv. 23.) and at another time, he consents 
to the proposal of Sarah, and takes Hagar to wife, that he 
might have seed by her. This would say that the delay of a 
promise is no small trial, when people will adventure to put to 
their hand to bring about its accomplishment in their own way. 
He also promised to drive out the nations before Israel; but 
it was a long time before this was completed, which was a 
trial before which many fell, and learned their customs, prac- 
tised their religion, and intermarried with them, as if they look- 
ed upon them to have a permanent footing in the land. In 
like manner has he promised the extirpation of in-dwelling 
corruption from every renewed soul, and that it shall be spot- 
less. But it is long before this is accomplished, and experi- 
ence can tell how often the child of God sickens at the delay, 
and letting the word slip from his mind, gives place to his 
lusts, as if they were to be permanent principles in the soul. 
Against one sinful affection, a besetting sin, he will fight and 
pray for many years together, yet cannot say he has gained any 
signal advantage over it. Thisoccasions much discouragement, 
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and sometimes causes him in distress to cry-~‘‘O Lord, how 
jong.” The same remarks apply to all the promises on which 
the believer is brought to place his confidence and his 

for his own interest, or that of his family or the church, 

he been led by the Spirit to some word promising the light of 
God’s countenance, or the teaching of the Spirit or his power, 
on the preaching of the word or any spiritual good, he is gene- 
rally tried with a delay: and frequently he receives the ac- 
complishment of it only in heaven, 

But a simple delay is not the only thing by which he proves 
his people’s faith in his word: His providence seems often to 
run in the face of it. This was the case,as tothe first promise. 
Eve’s first born is of the serpent’s sced ,and a murderer. The 
next thing we hear is, that the seed of the serpent has filled 
the earth with violence and corruption, and the woman is oblig- 
ed to flee from the earth and take refuge in the Ark. After 
receiving a very full and particular promise, at Bethel, of di- 
vine keeping and a safe return to Canaan, Jacob is basely de- 
ceived and defrauded by Laban, and pursued with a band, as 
if he were arobber; and Esau is next meeting him, with 400 
men, to cut him off. God communicates to Joseph, in two 
dreams, that he should be exalted to great honour; after 
which he is sold asa slave, and then cast into a dungeon and 
put in irons: how unlike the promise, this. This would try 
his faith init. Ifhe believed now, it must be only because he 
considered him who had promised, faithful and able also to do. 
{t would have proved too much for Joseph; but God was with 
him. This made him cheerful in the dungeon, when others 
were sad, as it often has cheered the martyrs when sufferin 
ona similar account. Moses is given to understand that God 
would deliver Israel by his hand; (Acts vii. 25.) but they put 
him away from them, saying. who made thee a ruler and a 
judge; and he is obliged to flee the country: a sore trial this, 
to one wtent upon delivering his kindred out of it, and that 
upon a divine warrant. And he felt it to be so, as he inti- 
mates by his Gershom. From his marrying and settling in Mi- 
dian, it would seem he had given up the thought, especially 
when to this is added his reluctance to go when God appeared 
to him at the back of Horeb, on purpose tosend him. Aftey 
David is anointed to be king, which was equal to a promise, he 
is despised by his brethren, hated and pursued by Saul, oblig. 
ed to hide himself in caves and deserts, and at length flee his 
country as an outlaw. This would often put him to think of 
his anointing, and whether it was really from God. And when 
he said, ‘‘ One day I shall fall by the hand of Saul,” he must 
have been on the point of despondency. But God was with 
him through the trial, supporting his hope, strengthening his 
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faith, ned a pred God oni otherwise he would 


pt Smee ove Anrsehaeati te -omise. 
After returns to the land of ane eee te gain to 


leave it and go downinto Egypt. After Israel in alivered out 
of , they are threatened with inevitable destruction at 
the Red Sea. Abraham is commanded to deliver up the child 
of promise to the altar.. Christ, the sum of all the promises, 
has no sooner come and manifested himself to be the truth of 
God’s promise to the fathers, than he is apprehended and put 
to death. 

This is one of the mysterious ways of providence with his 
church in all ages. No sooner has the light of the gospel gone 
forth in the strength of the promise to bless all the families of 
the earth, than the fire and sword threaten to ba tg Do it 
with the blood of martyrs. And at its breaking forth again at 
the Reformation, a similar attempt was made. Nosooner does 
a church or an individual congregation receive some promising 
indication of prosperity and comfort, than, like the sun in his 
morning brighness, it is suddenly covered with acloud. The 
saint obtains, at last, that realizing and satisfying sense of the 
power of religion, which has been the subject of many prayers 
and long waiting, perhaps in some sermon or communion Sab- 
bath: but lo, in a moment, it is lost, and some violent assault 
from sin and Satan succeeds it. Paulis caught up to heaven, and 
immediately after is buffeted by Satan. And happy would it 
be for those who are tried after this manner, if, instead of giv- 
ing way to unavailing regret or gloomy apprehensions, they 
would follow his example, and cry unto God until they receive 
amanswer. This is no common or ordinary trial. It calls upon 
the people of God to put forth the whole of their strength. 
It made Joshua to cry out—‘*‘ O Lord God, wherefore hast 
thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us in- 
to the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. Would to God we 
had been content to dwell on the other side of Jordan.” Josh- 
ua, vii. 7. And this was but a few weeks after he had said— 
‘* Hereby shall ye know that the living God is among you ; and 
he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites,” 
&c. iii. 10. Nothing less than Abraham’s faith, when 
with Isaac to Mount Moriah, will enable one to stand in s 
a time, viz. ‘* Accounting that God was able to raise him up 
even from the dead.” And it is generally rendered more se- 
vere by a trialof a different sort ; going along. with it, viz. 
the success and pr y of the wicked. itself is a tri- 
al; that the holy and righteous God should give to the ungodly 
and the proud more than their hearts could wish—no bands in 
their death--not troubled or plagued them as other men, while 
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the promise holds forth their overthrow me aeietation: and 
that he should measure out chastisement and great plagues 
daily to his own people, whom he has attr noe Baphadi Fp a 
father, and keep as the apple of his eye—that they Id 
sess the fatness of the earth, and his who are the s 
of it, should suffer “ and thirst sting, and cold and 
nakedness’’—that they ‘dwell in the splendour of a pa- 
lace, and the saints in a dungeon or on a dung hill. This is 
to them a sore trial, and often times their steps near slip, their 
feet are almost gone; aud it is impossible they can stand, un- 
less, with the psalmist, they go to the sanctuary for an expla- 
nation of these things. God’s own people are extremely apt 
here to fall into the same error into which wicked men fall, 
who measure religion by the professors of it, which ought just 
to be reversed; they judge of his word, and promise by his pro- 
vidence. This plunges them into deep distress, and fills them. 
with direful apprehensions, as if judgment had forsaken right- 
eousness ; whereas, would they reverse this order, they would 
calmly conclude, that though judgment has for the present 
gone out of their sight, it will infallibly return to righteousness, 
and terminate in the accomplishment of the promise. 

Every one’s trials are not alike, but there is one exception. 
Death, the last one, comes toalil. I will not say that it is al- 
ways the severest, but because we know of it so long before, 
and none who have passed through it, return to tell us their 
experience, we are ready to think so. And were there noth- 
ing more init than these two things, it cannot be regarded as 
a slight trial. The strength of the man in Christ is not too 
much here. Sin and Satan now make their last effort, and 
the saint, like David to Goliah, has to go down into the valley 
and meet them alone.» It is doubtless encouraging at such a 
moment, to have to reflect that we have fought with the Lion 
and the Bear, and been delivered, but it will not be enou 
This is a new and untried foe; his aspect is terrible, and his 
weapons destructive. Nothing, nothing but the absolutely free 
promise of pardon and acceptance through the atoning blood of 
Jesus alone, willdo here. If the believer wishes to be able to 
keep his head above water, when he enters the swellings of 
Jordan, let him daily bind on to him this precious promise, as 
the girdle of his loins: This alone will keep him from sink- 
ing, yet it is obvious that the more weights he now lays aside, 
the more buoyant he will then be. 

While this subject cannot itself be exhausted, it soon ex- 
hausts the scanty measure of knowledge of any that would 
attempt tospeak or write upon it. And for the present I 
must conclude with an inference or two. 


Vok. ¥. 6 














































1. Whatever be the aspect of God’s providence, his love 

continues "Ho oher toay hes unaltered towards his 

e YS, opposing dispensations, the 

wrath of man, the triumphs of the wicked, and all other things 

work together for their good. This should in every case in- 

duce them to take courage, and look not at the things which 
are seen and temporal, but at God himself. 

2. When the Spirit of God brings a promise with power 
upon the mind, with convincing clearness as to its right appli- 
cation; the effect of which is to draw the heart and affections 
towards God in acts of faith, hope, and obedience; we ought 
to expect to be tried upon it in some way or other, perhaps 
in some of the waysabove specified. And to be in expecta- 
tion of it, is to be half prepared to meet it. 

3. We ought in no possible condition of things to admit the 
thought of parting with sucha promise. The trial we musi 
undergo ; but let it be what it may, every promise given as 
above, contains in it suitable and sufficient provision for sup- 
porting usthrough it. And though the same may be said of 
every promise, yet this one will have a more direct reference 
to the trial annexed to it. For example, Abraham’s trials in 
expecting hard, and apparently impossible things to take place : 
but seeing his promise was endorsed, ‘‘ I am God Almighty,’ 
could any thing be too hard for him ? Jacob’s trials were con- 
nected with the dangers and difficulties of journeying,.and his 
promise was—“ And behold I am with thee, and will keep thee 
in all places whither thou goest.”’ 

Moses’ trials lay in delivering God’s messages to wicked 
and rebellious men, and his promise was—‘‘I will be thy 
mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.” 

If, therefore, the believer will hold by the promise, it will 
hold him asthe anchor which cannot be seen, will hold the 
vessel sure and steadfast, amidst the storm, from what quarter 
soever it may blow. If the earth should reel and stagger, 
like a drunken man, and the wisest on it be brought to their 
wit’s end, the promise will hold upthe believer and bring him 
safe to land. 

4, As God tries his people oftenest and sorest on the receiv- 
ing and holding of truth, it would be wise to use our utmost 
endeavours, first to come to a full and satisfactory understand- 
ing and reception of it, upon his own testimony; and second, 
to have an habitual impression of its infinite importance ; and 
third, of our high responsibility, upon receiving it, to hold it 
fast. This will contribute much to support the mind under 
trials on its account. 

5. When trials are producing a good effect upoa the soul, it 
will be often pouring out itself in prayer. When this is not 
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ihe case, we may be assured that we have mistaken views of 
providence, and are pursuing a wrong course,and that if we 
save ourselves from the smart of this, somethng more severe 


is coming. 8 on mabe 
That these remarks may help the afflicted in his trial, is the 
prayer of EGO. 











FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 


ON THE CONTROVERSY RESPECTING THE COMMON 
BENEFITS OF LIFE. : 


(Concluded from page 23.) 


In matters of religious controversy, truth ought to be the 
main object of pursuit, andlove to God and his truth the ru- 
ling principle. Not to be at due pains to understand each 
others real views; and certainly much more to misrepresent 
or partially and defectively to state those of an opponent, for 
the sake of obtaining a more easy victory or securing a larger 
share of public favour, is, tosay the least, neither to show due 
respect to truth, nor to act a christian part towards professing 
Christians. ‘Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour, isa precept we fear often transgressed in religious, 
as well as in other controversies. If a church does not ex- 
press her sentiments on any point with sufficient clearness, 
she has no just reason to complain of being misunderstood and 
misrepresented; but if she has done this, those who do it are 
without excuse. In Ref. Principles Exhibited, page 115, 
of the historical view, among other misrepresentations of her 
principles, the Associate Church is said to hold, that ‘‘ The 
Redeemer has not purchased temporal benefits for the saints,’ 
andin page 32 of the Testimony, the sentiment expressed in 
these words is expressly condemned. Now, though in the 
passage referred to, these words are accompanied with the 
usual marks of quotation, leading the reader to consider them 
as a quotation from the standards ofthe Associate Church, 
yet no such language is to be found in any of these, either in 
Britain or America. And it is very far ‘rom expressing fairly 
or fully her sentiments on this topic, as she herself has given 
them. Forif by the expression, ‘‘ temporal benefits,” we are 
to understand the benefits enjoyed by the believer in this life, 
a sense in which, without explanation, it is natural to understand 
it, then it would be directly contradictory to the received doc- 
trine of the Associate Church ; for with the Westminster Con- 
fession and Catechisms, she believes that ‘They that are effec- 
tually called do in this life partake of justification, adoption 
and sanctification, and the several benefits which in this life 
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do either accompany or flow from them.’ If the expression, 
‘* temporal benefits,” is to be understood of the things that be- 
to this present life, to say that the Associate Church 
ins, and has embodied in her standards, the doctrine 
that the ‘* Redeemer has not purchased these for believers,” 
is a Statement unsupported by truth, and at the same time un- 
candid and fallacious. For, on the contrary, she believes and 
declares, that so far as the believer’s use and enjoyment of the 
things that pertain to this life is — and peculiar toa 
believer, that is, in so far ashe differs in his enjoyment of 
them from the unbeliever, or in so far as they are made sub- 
servient to his salvation, so far are they to be viewed. as 
purchased by Christ, and proceed from himas Mediator. But, 
considering the things pertaining to the present hfe, so far as 
they are common to the believer and the unbeliever, abstract- 
ing from the consideration of them, either as under a curse er 
a blessing, but simply considered as conducing, according to 
the appointment of God, as the God of providence, to the sup- 
port and comfort of man, considered as a creature, in this sense 
only, does the Associate Church deny that they are the pur- 
chase of Christ; for in this sense only are they common to 
all. Her language is, (Art. IX. Sec. 5, of the Testimony,} 
‘“¢ We reject the opinion of those who teach that Christ, did 
by his death purchase the benefits of this life, wmcw ARE com- 
MON TO ALL MEN.” Now, that the scriptures recognise this 
distinction, or that God deals with men according to the differ- 
ent relations in which they stand to him as creatures, as sin- 
ners, or as saints, every eandid reader of the scriptures, we- 
think, must allow. 

As creatures God, as the God of nature, or as the Crea- 
ior and preserver of the ends of the earth, is their father, the 
former of their bodies, and the father of their spirits. It is 
surely viewed in this relation, and not either as sinners or 
saints, that the Apostle says, Acts xvii. 25—-28.—“ God 
giveth to all life and breath and all :hings, and hath made ot 
one blood all nations of men, to dwell on all the face of the 


earth, aud hath determined the times before appointed and 


the bounds of their habitation. That they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel afier him, and find him, though 
he be not far from every one of us. For in. bim we live and 
move and have our being, as certain also of your own poets 
have said, for we are all his offspring.” Ina similar mannex 
does the Apostle testify concerning God, chap. xiv. 15—17. 
“‘ The living God—made Heaven and earth and the sea, and 
all things that are therein, who in time past suffered all na- 


tions to walk in their own ways, nevertheless he left not him- 


self without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain 














65 
ei ; * GRP A BAS he 

from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts wit 
and gladness.” See also to the same purpose, Ps. Ixv,.9. 
Matth. v.45. 1. Tim. iv. 10. In all these and many o 
similar passages, God is spoken of as the God of providenc 
regarding men simply as creatures, and out of his bounty sup: 
porting, providing for and manifesting his guodness to them. 
But though he sustains this relation to man, and acts accurd- 
ingly, it is net the only relation in which he stands to him— 
sustains also that of his lawgiver and judge; and man, having 
violated the divine law—thus considered—God is. 
with him every day, and the curse ef the violated law, rests 
upon him, he is cursed in his basket and in his store. Thus 
then along with the manifestations of his bounty towards man, 
(considered asa creature,) in furnishing the means and comforts 
of natural life for a time, he also gives the certain manifesta- 
tions of his displeasure, as a sin avenging God. While as 
the God of providence he fills the basket and replenishes the 
store even of the wicked, he, as the God of justice, lays his 
curse on both. e 

sut when, in the day of effectual. calling, the sinner is by 
believing united to Christ, and justitied and accepted in the 
sight of God, he is no longer under the curse. All that ju- 
dicial displeasure with which God formerly regarded him, is 
removed, and he is now the subject of innumerable and pre- 
cious blessings. Gal. iii. 18, 14. “ Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us—that 
the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through 
Jesus Christ.” It is obvious, then, that though the man’s re- 
lation to God, as a creature, continues the same, and of course 
he receives the supplies of his basket and store from the hand 
of God, as the God of providence, as he did before he was 
effectually called, and as unbelievers still do in common with 
him; yet his relation to God as a sinner, is now changed. 
Being now a saint, justified and accepted of God, the curse is 
removed from his share of the good things of Divine Provi- 
dence, and in its room comes the blessing of God, which ren- 
ders them subservient to the real temporal good as well as to 
the scriptural and eternal good of the believer, The amount of 
the whole is, that while the supports and comforts of natural 
life, which come from the hand of God as the God of providence, 
io men, as his creatures, are common to believers and unbeliev- 
ers, and are not the purchase of Christ to either; yet all that 
wide difference that there is in the possession of these by the 
nbeliever, as under the curse, and by the believer as free from 
the curse, and attended by the richest blessings, is the fruit of 
the purchase of Christ. <All this is briefly, explicitly, and eor- 
rectly stated in the appendix to the fac of the Associate Sy- 
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nod of Scotland, concerning Arminian errors, under the head 
of “Christ’s Mediatory Kingdom and Common Benefits,” vol. 
2. page 301, of the Display of the Secession Testimony. 
“ There can,” says the author of the Display, ‘ be no propex 
onjoyments of any benefits from Christ, as benefits of his me- 
diate kingdom,—but in a way of communion and fellow 
with him, by faith. Thus, no common material benefits, as 
enjoyed by wicked men or unbelievers, can be looked u 

as benefits of his mediatory kingdom, or as the fruits of his 
purchase. These material benefits, in the most general con- 
sideration thereof, dv proceed from God as the Creator and 
preserver ofthe world ; in which respect they are common to 
men and beasts. But, more particularly they always come to 
men in some covenant channel. They come to wicked men 
or unbelievers, through the broken covenant, in the channet 
of its curse. And so, whatever material goodness be in these 
things, to them as suited to their fleshly nature, like the good- 
ness thereof unto beasts; yet there is no spiritual ness 
attending the same,—no divine love, but wrath. Whereas, 
on the other hand,—these benefits come to believers through 
the covenant of grace, in the channel of its blessing: and so 
they enjoy these benefits in a way of communion with Christ 5. 
as benefits of his mediatory kingdom.” Or as elsewhere, 
while the things pertaining to this life, “ in the most general 
consideration thereof, or ‘ as common to all men,’ do proceed 
from God ,as the Great Creator and Preserver of the world,” 
and “do not belong to Christ’s mediatory kingdom, upon @ 
right of donation and purchase ; (for such a donation and pur- 
chase was neither needful nor competent to him, who is over. 
all, God blessed forever)—but the gracious and supernaturat 
ordering of things umo gracious and supernatural ends,—in a. 
channel of love and favour to his people, and with a subser- 
viency to the purposes and glory of free grace in their salva-. 
tion,—all such ordering of these things,—or these things con- 
sidered under the formality and in the channel of such gra- 
ctous orderings, do belong to his mediatory kingdom,” and are 
io be considered as the benefits of his purchase. The reason 
plainly is, that though as common to all, they could have been, 
and are enjoyed by wicked and reprobate men; yet in the 
gracious and supernatural ordering of them in subserviency to 
salvation, or as coming “through the covenant of grace in 
the channel of its blessing, and to be enjoyed with the divine 
favour, they never could have been bestowed in consistency 
with divine justice, without an atonement.” See Gib’s Display 
of the Secession Testimony, as above.* ; er 


%* Those who have not access to Gib’s Display, will SS 
ceferred to, extracted from it in Dr. Anderson’s Alexander and p. 
434 and 435, under the title of * Christ’s Mediatory Kingdom.” 





whole doctrine of the Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms, respecting Christ’s mediatory kingdom and par- 
chase. ‘To confine ourselves for the present to the Shorter 
Catechism, in answer to the question, how are we made parta- 
kers of the redemption purchased by Christ? It is answered, 
it is “by the effectual application of it to us by the Holy 
Spirit,” and farther, “that the Spirit does this, by workin 

faith in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ, in our effectua 

calling.’ Now, we may ask, are the things pertaining to the 
present life, as common to all men, or as proceeding from God as 
the Creator and preserver of the world, received in this way ? 
They are not: and, therefore, according to the Westminster 
divines, do not belong to the “ redemption purchased by 
Christ.” Farther: In answer to the question, what benefits 
do they that they are effectually called partake of in this life? 
they say, (and here ifany where their views ought to appear, ) 
*¢ They are made partakers of justification, adoption and sanc- 
tification, with the several benefits, which in this life, do ac- 
company or flow from them.” And these again are said to be, 
‘¢ Assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the 
Holy Ghost, increase ef crace and perseverance therein to the 
end.” The things of this life, as common to all men, are not 
among them, and, therefore, these divines being judges, they 
are not amoug the blessings enjoyed by men, as effectually 
called, in this life. Inthe sum of saving knowledge, head IY. 
entitled, “The blessings whichare effectually conveyed by these 
means, (viz. the outward means appointed to make the elect 
partakers of this covenant) to the Lord’s elect,” there is no 
mention of the benefits common to all men, nor of any gener- 
a) head under which they can be classed; which justifies the 
game conclusion. In the fourth petition, contained in the 
Lord’s prayer, which is, “Give us this day our daily bread,” 
the same authority says, “ we pray that of God’s free sift we 
may receive a competent portion of the good things of this 
life, and enjoy his blessing with them.” For the interpreta- 
tion of this part of the Shorter Catechism, we refer to the cor- 
responding question in the Larger Catechism, and to the ex- 
cellent explanation of the Shorter Catechism, by Fisher and 
Erskine. Under this question it is asked, Quest: 17, “ Since 
hoth the godly and the wicked have their daily provision from 
God, what difference is there as to the manner in which the 
one and the other hold their outward comforts ?” It is answer- 
ed, “ there is a wide difference, whether we consider their 
respective right and title, their present enjoyment, or their 
fature expectation.” In pete of right and title, “ the wick- 
ed have only.a civil and common right, but the godly have, 
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ly have the good things of this \ | 
ofthe far better things of another : but the wi ive 
as their whole pay for they have their portion in this 
life. Ps. xvii. 14.” With respect to the expression, spiritual 
and covenant right, here used by the compilers of the Cate- 
chism, as well as by Boston, on this subject, it is proper to ob- 
t it is used by but few writers, (those belonging to the 
Reformed Synod being excepted,) and by these without any 
farther explanation of what they mean by it, than is contaiu- 
ed in the above quotation. It is certain, however, from the 
above quotation, that, in the opinion of the compilers, both 
righteous and wicked men have a “ common right,” to the 
good things of this life ; that is, they are granted freely to both 
by God, as the God of providence, or as it is called by Boston, 
a providential right. . 
This is the amount of all that has ever been maintained by 
the Associate Church, in relation to this subject. Let this be 
granted, and nothing that can be consistently intended by the 
phrase, “ covenant right,” can be opposed to her views respect- 
ing common benefits. For if God, in the dispensation of his 
idence, as we have seen, and as is here stated, bestows the 
things. of this life upon the unbeliever, without the purchase of 
Christ, they may be and are bestowed upon the believer in the 
same way—that is, “as common to all men, they are not pur- 
chased,” but the free “ gift of God,” in the dispensation of his 
providence, in whom all live and move and have their being. 
Consistently with this, nothing farther can be intended by “a 
spiritual and covenant right” than what is included in what is 
above stated, that these common benefits come to the believ- 
er, not only from God, as “ creator and preserver of the world,” 
but also that they come to him “ through the covenant of grace 
in the channel of its blessing,” freed from its curse, and are un- 
der the gracious orderings of Christ as mediator, whereby they 
are rendered subservient to his spiritual and eternal , cr 
by which they are made to work together for good to the 
people of God. In this view of them, and this only, do they 
Belong to Christ’s mediatory kingdom, and are the fruit of his 
purchase, and are included in that interesting exhib ion of di- 
yine mercy to the believer, 1. Cor. iii, 22, “ All things are 
yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or 
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a special sense, as under the gracious and supernatural order- 
ings of Divine Providence, by Christ the meditor, made sub- 
servient to their salvation, And in this view, DEATB, as 
much as any vther thing, is really a purchased blessing 
Such, we believe, is, always has been, the doctrine 
published by the Associate Church, on this subject. Your 
readers will now be able to estimate the candor and truth 
with which it is said, “She denies that the Redeemer purchased 
temporal benefits for te saints.” The «addition of the few 
words, ‘ as they are common to all men,” which is the language 
of the Associ:te Churcl herself, would have made the repre- 
sentation correct. Why they were nor added, we enquire not : 
only this we must say, that as they are indispensable to a cor- 
rect statement of her views, in common t:uth and honesty an- 
other church, in professing to give these views, was bound 
not to exclude them. 

But it is said, temporal benefits are promised to believers, 
and they are required to pray for them, therefore they must 
be purchased. ‘This forms the common argument for the pur- 
chase of common benefits; but it is one altogether inconclu- 
sive, for it takes for granted, that every thing that is pro- 
mised, or for which we are authorised to pray, is purchas- 
ed by Christ, which cannot be granted. The love of God 
and the Holy Spirit are both promised to believers, and for 
both we are authorized to pray. But it will not be pretended 
that these blessings are purchased; or if it should be pretended, 
its absurdity can easily be demonstrated. As was shown in 
excellent papers on the subject of Christ’s Purchase, in the 2d 
volume of the Religious Monitor, many things belong to 
Christ as mediator, and to his mediatory kingdom, and are the 
subject of promise, and the object of prayer, which cannot with 
propriety be said to be purchased : as, for example, the incarna- 
tion and offices of Christ, and his exercising of these. Not 
even the outward dispensation of the gospel, but only the gra- 
cious effects of this in the salvation of sinners, can properly be- 
long to this purchase. This argument, therefore, is wholly 
inconclusive, and as may be said respecting other things, so 
respecting this: Not temporal benefits themselves, as com- 
mon to all men, but as rendered subservient, by the gracious 
orderings of a special providence to the salvation of the soul, 
are the purchase of Christ. 

But inconclusive as this argument is, in this way, we observe 
farther, that even if it were conclusive, it would not affect the 
doctrine of the Associate (hurch, respecting common benefits, 
as stated in her standards, however destructive it would be of 
it as it is represented in the standards of the Reformed 
Church, For even though temporal benefits are promised 
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to believers, as I freely admit, yet they never are promised te 
them in any other way than as special blessings, NoT commonto 
all men. Since God, in his providence, for them the 
things of this life, so that as Boston and Erskine say, they have 
@ providential or common right to them, the promise sin 
intimates to the believer, that God will give him these same be- 
nefits through the channel of the covenant of grace, freed from 
the curse, and ordered in such a way, as to the measure and 
way and re anner of their enjoyment, as by the divine blessing 
will be productive of good to them, and promote the glory of 
God in their salvation. This gives them reason to hope and 
believe that they shall be communicated in this way, and au- 
thorizes them to pray for the accomplishment of the promise. 
Coming according to the tenor of the promise then, they are 
no longer to be considered merely as benefits common to all 
men, in which sense only has the Associate Church denied 
that they are the purchase of Christ. 

That any, belonging to the Associate Reformed Church, 
should suppose that the doctrine of the Associate Church is 
erroneous, we can account for in no other way than by sup- 
posing, that from the misrepresentations of ber sentiments on 
this head, they have not clearly ascertained what these seuti- 
ments are; or, that a confusion of ideas on he subject gene- 
rally, has been the effect of the attempt made in one of the ar- 
ticles, in the original constitution of the church, to state this 
doctrine in such a way as to be acceptable to both the uniting 
parties, who were far from being united in thei: views respect- 
ing it. We do not see how it is possible, consistently, to hold 
the views of providence, and the mediatory kingdom of Christ, 
which the Associate Reformed Church has always held, and 
yet affirm that the things of this life, as common to all men, and 
coming from God, as the God of providence, are the purchase 
of Christ. 

Having endeavoured to state, as explicitly as I can, the views 
of the Associate Church, on the subject of the common benefits 
of life, as this paper is perhaps too long already, instead of de- 
tailing the oft-repeated arguments in support of these views, as 
I at first intended, I shall merely refer to them; and indeed 
any thing farther than this, seems to be wholly unnecessary ; 
for the truth, when fairly stated, seems so simple, and so obvi- 
ously according to the scripture, that any parade of argument 
or length of illustration, would seem more to obscure than il- 
lustrate and establish it. That, however, your readers 
may know where to find them, I refer them. with much satis- 
faction to the excellent papers in the Religious Monitor, on the 
Purchase of Christ, volume 2d, pages 188, 224 and 275, Alex. 
ander and Rufus, page 433, and Gib’s Dislay, there referred to, 
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and to a late work, on the subject of common benefits, by the 
Rev. John Donaldson. This last is the only work with which I 
am acquainted, written professedly on this subject; and t 

some of his arguments may not be deemed conclusive, and 
some of his statements not entirely correct, yet, on the whole, 
is a good little work en the subject: very far indeed from de- 
serving the scurrilous,illiberal, and uncandid attack made upon 
it by a reviewer in the Evangelical Witness, who regards him- 
self with as much complacency as he treats Mr. D. with con- 
tempt and ridiculous abuse; and vet notwithstanding, plainly 
shows, that he neither understands the sentiments of those 
whom he defends, nor of those whom he opposes. 

The argument in support of the doctrine of the Associate 
Church, as laid down in her testimony on this subject, is short 
and simple; and I conclude this paper by doing little more 
than stating it in the words of the Display of the Secession 
Testimony. I have already shown that God, in the dispensa- 
tion of his providence, views man as standing to him in the re- 
lation of a creature, and that in God he lives and moves and. 
has his being; and that this care of God about men as crea- 
tures, extends to them, whether believers or unbelievers. It 
is admitted by those opposed to us here, that God, in the case 
of the former, consistently with his justice, grants them the 
bounties of providence for their use, as creatures, for a time, 
without any purchase; and if the justice of God admits this, 
with respect to any one who isa sinner, it does so equally to 
all ; and of consequence, there was No NEED for the purchase of 
Christ extending to the things of this life as common to ali 
men ; end if it was not necessary, we may rest assured it was 
not done. God wili do nothing in vain; Christ would not 
shed his blood for that which could be obtained without it. 

“No things,” says the author of the Display, “ can be pro- 
perly reckoned the purchase of Christ, or the proper fruits of 
his death; but such things as the vindictive justice of God 
could not immediately admit of, without a satisfaction. All! 
venting of the love of God upon guilty sinners, by receiving 
them into a state of pardon and favour,—or all that immedi- 
ately pertains to their salvation ; with the glory of Christ and 
tree grace thereby: All this belongs to the purchase of Christ, 
and the proper fruits of his death ; being what vindictive jus- 
tice could not immediately admit of, without a satisfaction. 

‘‘ But vindictive justice could require or admit of no satis- 
faction,x—in order to a preserving the natural world in its na- 
tural course, after the fall: Seeing that very justice, in the 
curse of the broken covenant, necessarily required that preser- 
vation of the world,—for the production of the seed, who had 
sinned and fallen in the first covenant-head. And vindictive 
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justice can require or admit of no satisfaction,—in order to the 
of outward material benefits upon wicked men, or 
ofany outward benefits enjoyed by them: Seeing their enjoy- 
ment of these benefits doth not withdraw them from vindictive 
justice, but leaves them under wrath,—and is actually cursed 
unto them through a channel of wrath, ripening them for de- 
struction ; so that vindictive justice leaves full room, in this 
case, for the is of divine vr sovereignty and long- 
suffering,—without requiring or itting of any sati-faction 
in order thereunto. In a word, all doctrine ‘auer the shedding 
of Christ’s bloud, for any of these things in order whereunto 
vindictive justice did not and could not require or admit of a 
satisfaction,—is at best but a doctrine about the vanity of his 
blood-shedding, and injurious to the glory of that mystery.” 


A SERMON, : 


Preached at Montpelier, before the Legislature of the state of Ver. 
mont, on the da: of the Anniversary Election, October 11, 
1827, by the Rev. Thomas Goodwillie, pastor of the Associate 
Presbyterian Church of Barnet, Vt. Published by order of 
the Legislature. 

Prov. xiv. 34. Beer an . nation, but sin is a reproach 
Tue Sovereign of the universe uses two principal means in 
governing mankind. The one is his spiritual law, which exer 
cisesits authority over the conscience, and takes cognizance 6f 
the thoughts, desires and intents of the heart, and many of those 
actions which cannot be controlled by human laws, Its sanc- 
tions relate chiefly to the retributions of the eternal world. 

The other is civil government and human laws, which exercise 

their authority over those external acts of mankind, which re- 

fate to the welfare of society. Its sanctions are cntirely of a 

temporal kind. Both reason and revelation concur in decla- 

ring that civil government is an ordinance of God, instituted 
for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise and protec- 
tion of them who do well. The Apostle Paul says, ‘ There 
is no power but of God, the powers that be, are ordained of 

God.’ Jehovah is the absolute Monarch, who ‘ has prepared 

his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom ruleth over all.’ 

He is the Supreme Ruler of the universe, from whom all pow- 

er and authority, of every kind and degree, are derived. He 

is the King of kings and Lord of lords, by whom all power is 
delegated, and to whom all who are in authority are amenable. 

The authorities established in any country are as really appoint- 
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ed by him, as were the judges and kings of ancient Israel; for 
he can accomplish his purposes by instruments or second cau- 
ses as well as by immediate interposition. He has an abso- 
tute and essential right to appoint his own representatives or 
vicegerents. The introduction of sin into the world, has ren- 
dered civil government necessary to preserve the lives and 
liberties of mankind. The holy scriptures do not prescribe 
any particular kind of government as of divine right and uni- 
versal obligation. The different forms of government arise 
from the circumstances of mankind; and they vary as these 
circumstances vary in different ages and countries. Divine 
Providence directs who shall govern, and what shall be the 
form of government im every age and nation. Whatever, 
therefore, be the form of government, whether monarchical, 
aristocratical or republican, it is the “ ordinance of God,” and 
those who are vested with authority to rule, are “ ordained of 
God.” This isthe principal means by which he keeps order 
and subordination, and promotes peace and prosperity ren J 
his rebellious subjects on earth. This is one way in whic 


he restrains the rage of iniquity, and preserves the human 
race from total extirpation. 


Parr 1. Righteousness exalteth a nation. 


The word righteousness has different acceptations in the 
holy scriptures. 

Sometimes it denotes the absolute perfection, or essential 
rectitude of God’s nature. As “the righteous Lord loveth 
righteousness,” he give laws to his intelligent creatures, de» 
mands their obedience, and renders to all the righteous re- 
wards for the moral good or evil justly charged to their ac+ 
count. Hence in scripture, the word righteousness is put for 
the justice, holiness and faithfulness of God. 

Sometimes it denotes the righteousness of Christ, which 
consists of his obedience to the precepts, and endurance of the 
curse ofthe law of God. It is denominated “ the righteous- 
ness of God,” because it is divine, being rendered by one di- 
vine person, and accepted by another. And it is called “the 
righteousness of faith,” because it is received by faith. 

Sometimes the word denotes the universal holiness or up- 
rightness of man’s heart and life, consisting in conformity to 
the nature and will of God. All true believers in Christ ate 
righteous in the sight of God. This righteousness of the 
saints is threefold. 

The first isthe righteousness of their persons, or state, being 
in Christ. In justification, the divine righteousness of Christ, 
their representative and surety, is imputed to them by God, 
and —. by faith. Thus they are accepted by God on 

OL. V. 7 
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“account of the merits of Jesus Christ, and so “ made the 


peasant, bac rs ia 
The second is in the inherent righteousness or holi of 


their natures, being renovated by the word and spirit of God. 
The re inciples they embrace are righteous, being 
pty the ‘ word of truth,” and conformed to the law 
The third is the righteousness of their lives, produced by 
the sanctifying influences ofthe Holy Spirit. This righteous- 
ness consists in a conscientious and constant obedicace to al! 
the commands of God, “‘ esteeming them in all things to be 
right.” It must proceed from a right source, or principle of 
divine grace in the heart: it must be rendered according to 
the right rule of God’s law; and it must be aimed at God's 
glory as its ultimate end. Obedience tothe will of God, we 
apprehend, is the meaning of the word righteousness in our 
text. The wise man uses it, no doubt, as embracing all the 
duties enjoined in the word of God. ‘This righteousness is 
not mere morality—such as men, destitute of the divine prin- 
ciple of “ pure and undefiled religion,” may attain. Such a 
morality may and doesexist. It isa character formed upon a 
well conducted selfish principle, or one that is supremely gov- 
erned by a regard to reputation—a desire of honour and re- 
spect among men, or one that proceeds froma spirit of bond- 
a slavish fear of punishment. It may exist where there 

is no filial fear of God, no saving faith in Christ, and no prac- 
tical belief of the doctrines of divine revelation. Ifexamined 
by ‘“‘ the law andthe testimony” —if tried by the infallible word 
of God, it will be found to be a compound of pride, selfishness 
and self-righteousness. It may look well in the sight of men, 
who look only on the outward appearance, but it isabomination 
in the sight of the “ Lord, who looketh onthe héart.” Per- 
sons who possess it, are like ‘* whited sepulchres,” which ap- 
pear beautiful without, but within are full of all corruption. 
All obligation to practice such a righteousness as our text 
requires, is founded upon the authority of God, as manifested 
in his word. Man is naturally prone to evil as the sparks fly 
upward. He has vicious inclinations and violent passions, 
which are not only at variance with his own individual happi- 
ness, but at war with the welfare of society. Unless his ap- 
petites and passions were restrained, when temptation should 
assail him, and his owa wicked heart incline him, he would 
rush forward to the perpetration of every evil deed, destruc- 
tive both to himself and others. _ The religion of divine reve- 
Yation furnishes the only effectual restraints upon the evil pro- 
pensities of man. Christianity furnishes the only effectual 
motives to a righteous life. Righteousness, therefore, can 
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spring only fromthat faith in the gospel of Christ, ‘‘ wi 

works by love, purifies the heart, and overcomes'the world.” 
The love of Christ will effectually constrain the sinner to de- 
part from all iniquity, maintain good works, and follow that 
‘“ holiness without which no man shall see the Lord.” With- 
out faith io Christ crucified, it is impossible to please God. No 
good works can be performed without the grace and spirit of 


Christ. There are no “ fruits of righteousness,” but such as 







_ grow on those branches which are engrafted by the spirit of 


faith, in the “ tree of life.” 
To constitute a national Righteousness, 


A righteous or moral constitution is necessary. By a consti- 
tution of a nation, we mean the plan of government and sys- 
tem of laws adopted. In order to be righteous, it must cor- 
respond with the law of God. It must condemn nothing 
which it sanctions, and sanction nothing which it condemns, 
Such a constitution must lie at the very foundation of a na- 
tional righteousness. It is the just homage which a nation 
owes tothe righteous Ruler of the universe. It is necessary 
to secure the peace and prosperity of any people. Such a 
constitution as this, had ancient Israel. Its author was Jeho- 
vahhimself. While it was righteously administered by their 
rulers, and righteously observed by the people, they were free 
and happy, and were exalted among the nations of the earth. 
A civil constitution may not be so good as many could wish ; 
yet if it do not sanction any thing positively forbidden in the 
word of God, it does not release the people from subjection. 
We do not assert, that christianity is necessary to the exist- 
ence of civil government. Greece and Rome, while ignorant 
of this, were famed for their civil institutions. Yet some kind 
of religion, whether true or false, has been found by every 
wise and practical politician, both in ancient modern times, to 
be necessary tothe administration of civil government. A 
belief that man is accountable to some superior being, and 
that there is a future state ofrewards for the righteous, and 
punishments for the wicked, has more influence in governing 
mankind, than all the penal sanctions ever annexed to any 
code of human laws. Ofthis, the wise lawgivers_of ancient 
Athens and Sparta, were convinced. And it is owing to this, 
that the benign influence of the laws which they made, was 
felt for hundreds of years. If the false systems of religion 
which prevailed in Greece and Rome, and the other nations of 
the earth, gave such efficacy to human laws, how much more 
powerful and beneficial must be the influence exerted by the 
‘* pure and undefiled religion” of divine revelation ? 

In modern times-it has been ascertained that any kind of re» 
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etter for a pee than atheism. In France; “every 
lance was as favourable to the success of the expe- 
as it could be. hesentng pete Wermeeeaeste a 
cement ; philosophy of an approximation to per- 
fection ; and refinement and politeness had never been more 
complete in og tnginl But the result was horrible beyond 
description. When christianity was proscribed and atheism 
reigned, a deluge of every species of iniquity overwhelmed 
the nation. Standing on the cuileenhial scepticism, it sank 
to the lowest degree of disgrace and wretchedness. This 
dreadful experiment has plainly proved to the world, that no 
government can long exist without the restraints of some kind 
of religion, presenting terrors to evil doers. 

The righteous administration of a good constitution, is an 
essential branch of a national righteousness. The best con- 
stitution, when unrighteously administered, will be productive 
of evil. Instances of this are recorded in sacred and profane 
history. Ancient Israel had a most excellent constitution, 
made by God himself, and yet it was often most unrighteous- 
ly administered by the rulers. Then the people were not pro- 
tected in their civil rights. ‘They were involved ia unjust 
wars, heavily burdered with taxes, and grievously oppressed 
with national calamities. ‘The prophet Jeremiah tells us, that 
a good constitution is righteously administered, when judg- 
ment and righteousness are executed, the spoiled are deliver- 
ed out of the hand of the oppresser, no wrong nor violence is 
done to the stranger, the widow and the fatherless, and no in- 
nocent blood is shed. Jer. xxiii. 3. 

But the most essential part of a national righteousness, con- 
sists in righteous rulers to administer a good government, and 
righteous citizens to yield obedience to it. Ifthe people of any 
nation be not righteous, the best constitution and system of 
laws cannot restrain them from rushing into ruin. [t is now 
generally admitted, that religionis the only permanent basis 
of civil government. This is strictly true of such a govern- 
ment as that of the United States, which is a Representative 
Democracy. All the power resides ultimately in the people, 
but can be exercised by them only through means of the re- 
presentatives chosen by them for this purpose. It follows of 
course, that such as the people are, such will be the rulers. 
if the people be virtuous and religious, the government will 
be faithfully administered by upright men, chosen for the pur- 

. But,on the contrary, if the people be vicious, vile men 
will be exalted to office. Magistrates ought to be “ able 
men, and men of truth, fearing God and hating covetousness.” 
They are the representatives, or vicegerents of God upon 
earth. They ought to be men in whom the utmost confidence 















ty todo all that lies in their power for the suppression 


iquity, and for the promotion: etl igus : 
anne It is for the accomplishment ends, 
_that they are ‘ ordained of God,” and that pt pot ito 


their hands by the people. The apostle tells us, that 
rulers are the ministers of God for good to mankind ; that they 
are not to be a terror to good works, but to the evil and that 
they bear not the sword in vain; for they are revengersto ex- 
ecute wrath on them that do evil. Rom. xiii. 1—5. It is 
their province to protect the people in the peace wy 
ment of their civil and religious liberties and privi 

But civil government, in its best estate, siniiatdneed by . 
the best men, is intrinsically weak. Ifthe mass of the 
ple were destitute of religious principle, it would be but a 
{eeble barrier to check the torrent of iniquity. How easy is it 
to evade human laws? How difficult is it, in many cases, to 
detect crime? Besides, there are many vices prejudicial to the 
general good, that human laws cannot reach. In addition to 
all this, there is a natural impetuosity in human passions, 
which no human power can restrain. Hence, we see the ne- 
cessity that righteousness should pervade the nation: Every 
member of the civil community ought to love and practice so- 
briety, righteousness and godliness. Each one ought to man- 
ifest love to God, by serving him with all his might; and 
love to all men, by doing them good as cpportunity offers. All, 
in their several stations and relations, ought to watch over 
their hearts and lives. Governing their unruly passions, they 
ought to prove the purity of their principles by a righteous 
practice. The holy fire of heaven-born: piety, ought to burn 
in every heart, and in every habitation in the land. In every 
iamily, the morning and evening sacrifice ought to be daily of= 
fered uptoGod. ‘The rising generation ought to be most care- 
fully trained up in “the nurture and admonition of the Lord.’’ 
How can men, who fear not God, regard human authority and 
taws ? How can those who disregard parental authority and 
instructions, become good citizens? But Jet all, whether ru- 
lers or ruled, comply with the requisitions ofthe divine law, 
ihen men would live soberly, righteously, godly—private in- 
terest would yield to public good—party spirit would subside 
-—wars would cease—domestic feuds would be silenced— 
crime of every description would come to an end—man would 
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be felt. When every one, from the highest to the lowest in 
the nation, “ feareth God and worketh righteousness ;” then 
shall ‘judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a 
mighty stream.” When all, in. public and private life, shall 
keep the commandments of God. tl then shall *‘ our peace be as 
a river, and our tighteousness as the waves of the sea.” Is. 
xlviii. 17; 18 Then ‘our officers shall be peace, and our ex- 


actors ;” the righteous shall flourish as the wil- 
lows. water courses, and abundance of peace and pros- 
perity be enjoyed. 


Such a righteousness as we have described, st 


Exalts the character of a nation.—The rigid and constant 
practice of righteousness, will impart to a nation a moral gran- 
deur of character which will command the respect of the rest 
ofthe world. Corrupt as human nature is, it cannot but es- 
teem and reverence a righteous nation. Such a nation may, 
for a time, lie under wicked imputations, but these shall soon 
pass away, and its glory will shine forth among the kingdoms of 
the world. Hence, Moses, the meek man of God, says to the 
nation of Israel; “‘ Keep, therefore, (the statutes and judg- 
rents ofthe Lord your God,) and do them: for this is your 
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, 
which shall hear all these statutes, and say, surely this great 
nation is a wise and understanding people. ‘‘I‘or what nation 
isthere so great, who hath God sonigh unto them, as the 
Lord our God is in all things that we call upon him for. And 
what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judg- 
ments sorighteous, as allthis law which I set before you this 
day.” Deut. iv. 6—8. Israel, by the practice of righteous- 
ness, under the renowned reign of king Solomon, the inspired 
penman of our text, became famous in the world. The mighty 
of the earth sought unto him, and brought presents. The 
equitable reign of Jehosaphat, shows how much righteousness 
elevates the character of a nation. Eventhe Philistines and 
Arabs, the enemies of Israel, testified their respect by bring- 
ing him very valuable presents. The same thing is evidently 
proved, by the reign of the good king Hezekiah, which made 
the kingdom of Israel to flourish, “‘ so that he was magnified 
in the sight of all nations from thenceforth.” The righteous- 
ness Which heathens can practice, made the Romans so hon- 
ourable, that other nations submitted to them their 2 samme 
ynd courted allegiance with them, 








Righteousness, also, promotes the prosperity, and establishes 
the ian of a nation. It may be, that a sinful nation has 
flourished for a time, but the * g of the wicked is 
short.” Vice and impiety may produce a of splen- 
dour, and a temporary exaltation, but sooner or later they will 
promote decay, and. bring inevitable destruction. It will be. 
found, in the long course of events, that nothing morally 
wrong can be politically right Nothing that is unrighteous 
can be finally successful. Nothing contrary to ‘‘ pure and un- 
defiled” religion, can be eventually favourable to civil policy. 
If sinful nations have apparently prospered, it is because some 
good has been mixed with the evil; or it is because God in- 
tendsto use this temporary success to accomplish a general. 
scheme, or promote a particular purpose of humbling and cor- 
recting other guilty nations ; or it is because the cup of their 
iniquity is not full, and their punishment is delayed, that their 
ruin may be more signal and tremendous, and their downfall 
may be a more portentous event for the instruction of mankind. 
it is true, that religion will often oppose apparent means of 
individual and national aggrandizement, and condemn that to 
which human pride would aspire. Even when the object in 
itself is truly desirable, it forbids its attainment, except by law- 
ful means. But in these instances, it sacrifices an empty show 
for solid glory; and the vanishing triumphs of a day, for the 
permanent prosperity of many successive generations. Noth- 
ing but righteousness will be productive of real good, and last- 
ing prosperity to any people. It increases the wealth and 
prosperity of a nation, and multiplies individual and social en- 
joyments. It prevents all measures destructive to life and 
happiness, increases the resources of support, and establishes 
the security of a nation. Industry, economy, content, submis- 
sion, and obedience, form so large a practical part of religion, 
wherever it is faithfully taught, it will seldom fail to promote 
in the people the ends both oftrue policy and genuine morali- 
iv. The political value of religion cannot be too firmly be- 
lieved, or too carefully kept in view in the government of 
mankind. 

That righteousness is the glory, prosperity and bulwark of 
nation will appear, if we consider. that there is a connection 
between individual and national righteousness and individual 
and national character and prosperity. ‘This connection is as 
vatural as that between seedtime and harvest. The solidity 
of the parts must contribute to the firmness of the whole. 
God has so ordered it, that virtue shall be its own reward, and 
vice its own punishment. ‘ Canit be that providence has not 
connected the permanent felicity of a nation with its virtue ?”’ 
Wherever real religion pervades the hearts, and regalates fhe 
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“And it shall come to pass, if thoa shalt Skies 
Siiceulte atone voice of the Lord thy God, to observe’and 
do all his commandments, which I command you this day, that 
the Lord thy God will set thee on high, above all the nations 
of the earth; and that all these blessings shall come upor 
thee,” &c. Deut. xxvii. 1—14. 
ness will also draw down the divine blessing on a 
nation. This, certainly, will secure great honour and lasting 
prosperity to any people. The blessing which God so richly 
promised by his servant Moses to Israel, made them a great 
nation and happy people, when they were obedient to the di- 
vine commands, The spirit of God came on Azariah, and he 
said, “* Hear ye me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin: The 
Lord is with you while ye be with him: and if ye seek him he 
will be found of you, but if ye forsake him he will forsake you.”’ 
2 Chron. xv. 7, 2. 

The history of all nations, ancient or modern, proves that . 
righteousness is the only source of national honour and pros- 
perity. If we read the inspired history of Israel we will be 
convinced of the truth ofthis assertion. If we read the histo- 
ries of the Persian, Grecian and Roman empires, we will see 
that even the righteousness which heathen nations can prac- 
tice, was productive of many precious advantages.* 


* Both he friends and foes of religion unite in bearing testimony to the po- 
litical advantages of religion. ‘The able but infidel statesman Machiayel says, 
“Those princes and commonwealths, who wculd keep their governments en- 
tire and uncorrup*, are above all things, to have a care of religion and its cere- 
monies, and preserve them in due veneration, for in the whole world there is 
nota aa sign of imminent ruin, than when God and his worship are des- 

ised 

r The ilinstrious Washington says, ‘‘ Of all the dispositions and habits which 

Tead to political proszerity, religion and morality are indispensable anppents. 

Tn vain would that man claim ¢ tribute of patriotism who should la 

subvert these great pillars of per happiness—these firmest pene the du- 

po of men and citizens. The mere politician, equal'y with the pious man; 
ba, aed ct and to cherish Poa A volume could not trace all their con- 
seein i meer yo Lena jon for Let it simply ot reli where is the 


reputation, for if the sense obligation 

gee Sit are the i ts of inyestigation in the courts of 

cies t us with caution the supposition, that morality can be 
Maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of 
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Pant Il. Sinisareproachtoanypeople. x 

The latter part of our text presents us with the dark side of 
the picture. Ifthe natural consequence of righteousness be 
national honour and prosperity, on the contrary, sin must in- 
evitably bring reproach and ruin on any people. 

The origina] word, here rendered reproach, generally signi- 
fies goodness or mercy, and is so translated in most instances 
where it occurs in scripture. Accordingly some translate the 
‘latter part of the text, ‘the goodness or mercy of nations is 
sin ;” the meaning of which is, that the religion of the Gen- 
tiles, or nations surrounding Israel, wasidolatry. All their ap- 
parent goodness or mercy was sinful in the sight of God. But 
the word, like others in the Hebrew and some other languages 
is susceptible both of a good and bad signification. It denotes 
something uncommonly good or evil—a great degree of piety 
or impiety. In Lev. xx. 17, it most certainly means a most 
flagrant act of wickedness, (rendered a wicked thing :) and, as 
the wise man (in Prov. xxv. 10,) uses a verb from the same 
root in a meaning clearly similar; we may conclude that the 
word is here properly translated. 

An unrighteous constitution is a sin and reproach to any peo- 
ple, especially to them who enjoy the light of divine revelation. 
Such a constitution is set up in opposition to the divine gov- 
ernment. Every constitution ought to correspond with the 
divine law, enjoining those duties which are for the honor and 
happiness of the people, and forbidding those sins which are 
injurious to the well-being of civil society. As far as it is con- 
sistent with the rights of conscience, it ought to favour the 
cause of revealed religion. Things sinful in a constitution 
must have a pernicious influence on society, and defeat the 
end designed by civil government. In our free and happy 
country, religion and civil government are not joined together 
by human authority. It is difficult to determine exactly how 
far legislative authority ought to be exercised in favour of 
christianity. But as no government can be administered with- 
out the aid of some kind of religion, there ought at least to be 


a refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both 
forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious 
principles. It)is substantially true, that virtue or morality is a necessary 
spring of popular government. The rule, indeed, extends with more or less 
species of free government. Who, eee a sincere friend to it, 
indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric?” 
The pious and profound bishop Butler, the infidel statesman and 

, and other authors, might be cited upon this roe The learned Bos- 

suet observes, “ that while the New Testament mani 
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public profession of a belief in cne Supreme pon nage 
all men are amenable, and in a future state of retribution. __ 
An unrighteous administration of B sseh vs is a sin and 
shame to any people. By the law of God, any thing sinful 
the constitution and laws of a country ought not to be admi- 
nistered by the rulers; for in this case, it is their duty to obey 
God rather than men. But the best of governments may be 
most sinfully and shamefully administered. ‘his is done, 
when things enjoined are neglected, and things forbidden are 
encouraged,—when justice is delayed, and not impartially ad- 
ministered,— when magistrates betray the trust reposed, not 
faithfully discharging the duties of their office,—when govern- 
ors and legislators are influenced by prejudice, party spirit and 
private interest, to neglect the good of the country committed 
to their care,—when they act dishonestly and dishonourably 
towards other nations, breaking the sacred bonds of peace and 
amity, and violating the most solemn treaties with them,— 
when, in short, they pursue measures calculated to detroy 
public confidence, distress the people and involve them in 
wars unjust and impolitic. Certainly these things are a re« 
proach to any people. 
Again, it is a sin and disgrace to any nation, when the rulers 
and people live unrightéous lives. Sin in itself is and ought to 
be areproach. It will finally expose the sinner to everlasting 
shame and contempt. Yet so great is the corruption of hu- 
man nature, that many delight to glory in that which is their 
shame. Our national sins, alas! are many and great. May it not 
be said of many of our magistrates, . and lower, that they 
‘‘ do evil earnestly with both hands?” Mic.vii. 3. Is not iniquity 
destructive tothe nation’s honour and welfare, too often encour- 
aged and sometimes licensed by public authority ? Is there not 
much corruption, knavery and bribery practised onthe part of 
them who hold or desire to hold public offices? Are there not 
many good and wholesome laws very partially administered ’ 
Are not those, who fear not God and regard not man, raised to 
office, and so made the ministers of God and the representa- 
tives and vicegerents of the Most High, who is the governor 
of the nations of the earth? And do they not, by the influence 
hy of their evil example, contaminate society ‘till chicanery and 
pocrisy mark their conduct and the behaviour of others? ‘The 
wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted.’ 
Ps. xii. 8. Do not many ‘despise government, and speak 
evil of dignities,’ by reviling and cursing the rulers of the peo- 
ple? Do not treachery, injustice, intemperance, and unchasti- 
ty prevail to a great extent ? Does not the single sin of intox- 
ication send many thousands of our citizens every year to 
(heir graves, and make our republic a proverb and reproach 
















































among the nations of the earth? Isnot the holy name of God 
continually every day ) among us? Are not deceit, 
fraud, lying and perjury, sins common in almost every part of 
our country ? Does not the blood-thirsty duelist, actuated by 
pride and a principle of false honour, still murder his fellow 
beings and fellow citizens, and yet go unpunished ? Is not the 
moral obligation of the Christian sabbath almost 
disregarded in this country ? Are not the word and worship of 
God generally neglected and dispised, in public and private, 
_ by the mass of the people ? When was there a time, in which 
errors in religion, destructive of the well-being of civil socie- 
ty and the welfare of the immortal souls of men, were more 
zealously and widely diffused in this country ? Are not lotte- 
ties for filthy lucre encouraged, and sometimes sanctioned by 
public authority ? Is not this a destruetive species of ing, 
which discourages honest industry, ensnares the rich and the 
poor, and ruins both the gainer and the loser? We publicly 
profess our belief, ‘‘ that all men are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights ; 
that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness ;’’ 
and yet is there not more than a tenth part of our population 
groaning under the iron rod of slavery? We glory in our civil 
and religious liberties, and yet are not the most of our citizens 
sunk in moral degradation, the miserable slaves of sin, and the 
vile vassals of Satan, entirely unacquainted with the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God—that spiritual liberty with which 
Christ makes his followers free indeed’? Do not spiritual ig- 
norance and blindness, and professed and practical infidelity 
greatly abound in our couutry ? Much is done for the cause of 
Christ in our day, but does not impiety outstrip the progress 
of “ pure and undefiled religion?” Is it not morally certain, 
that vice and crime of every description increase as fast, if 
not faster, in proportion, than the population of our country ? 
{s not ingratitude for the signal blessings which the bountiful 
Giver of all good has bestowed on us, one of the reigning sins 
of our nation? Yea, are not both the mercies and judgments 
of God overlooked and misimproved ? 

But sin is not only the reproach, but the ruin of any people, 
Some deny that God bestows any rewards, and inflicts any 
punishments on nations but such as are. the natural consequence 
of their conduct, without any particular direction of provi- 
dence, with respect to their good or bad characters. They 
allege, that the history of the mercies and judgments which 
God dispensed to Israel as a nation, under the Mosaic econo- 
my, affords no example to other nations. We grant, that God 
has so ordered it, that virtue shall be generally followed. by 
honour and prosperity, and vice with reproach and ruin, | But 











ments which are not the natural consequence sins, and 
| upon them, which are not the natural re- 
sult of their ri The deluge was not the natural 


the sins of the antediluvians. The fire and 
brimstone which destroyed the inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, were not the natural result of their wickedness.— 
These were particular interpositions of Divine Providence, as 
signal punishments of , iquity. The good land of Ca- 
naan, as a gracious gift to the children of Israel, was 
not the natural consequence of their obedience. God gave 
itto them as a particular expression of his infinite - 
ness, by a special act of his almighty power. Our text is ve- 
rified inthe memorable mercies which he afterwards bestow- 
ed on that nation for their obedience, and the remarkable 
judgments which he brought on them for their disobedience, 
according to ancient prediction. Deut. xxviii. 1—68. The 
erenees of the prophets concerning other nations, might 
ed in proof of the same point. The wise man says, 
‘When the righteous are in authority the people rejoice: but 
when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.” Prov. 
xxix. 2. 

National sins are punished in this world by national calami- 
ties. They provoke the Almighty to withdraw and give up a 
nation to ruin. Great is the regard of a holy God for right- 
eousness. Virtue, such as heathens could practice, made 
Greece and Rome to flourish. After the latter had been rais- 
ed to the very pinnacle of human greatness, it was brought 
down to the lowest degree of disgrace and wretchedness, when 
those sins which are condemned by the light of nature, and 
reproved by the dictates of a natural conscience, generally 
prevailed. The righteous Judge of all often brought heavy 
judgments on the people of Israel, for their wickedness in dis- 
obeying his commands. ‘ Now, for a long season Israel hath 
been without the true God, and without a teaching priest, and 
without law: But when they in their trouble did turn unto 
the Lord God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them. 
And in these times there was no peace te him that went out, 
nor to him that came in, but great vexations were upon all the 
inhabitants of the countries. And nation was destroyed of 
nation, and city of city: for God did vex them with all adver- 
sity.” 2 Chron. xv. 5—7. “The Lord appeared unto Solo. 
mon—and said unto him—if ye shall at all turn from following 
me, you, or your children, and will not keep my command- 
ments and my statutes, which I have set before you, but go 
and serve other gods rey Bers cnt them, then will I cut off Is- 
rael owt of the land which Ihave given. them: and this house 
















eople. And at this house, which is high, eve 
eth by it shall be astonished, 1 shall 5 and the 
Why hath the Lord done this unto this land and to 


And they shall answer, Because they forsook the Lord; 
God, ho brought forth their fathers out of the land v 
and have taken hold upon other gods, and have worshipped 
them, and served them; therefore hath the. Lord brought upon 
them all this evil.”” 1 Kings, ix. 1—10.. At last, after the cup, 
of their iniquity was filled up by the sraiaien of Christ, and 
the utter rejection of him and his blessed gospel, the-wrath,of 
God came upon them to the uttermost, in Me. unparalleled. 
judgments inflicted on them at the destruction of Jerusalem.—. 
Moreover, the Most High has threatened to make all wicked, 
nations to drink out of the cup that is in his hand, the red wine. 
of his wrath. ‘“ For the nation and kingdom that will not serve. 
the Lord shall perish, yea, those nations shall be utterly wast- 
ed.” Is. Ix. 12. Jer. xii. 17. “The wicked shall be turned 
into heil and all the nations that forget God.”’ Ps. ix. 17... 
For the sins already mentioned have we not reasun to fear 
divine displeasure ? Have we not been prospered more than 
any nation on earth? Have we rendered thanks to Almighty 
God according tv the magnitude and multitude of the national 
blessings bestowed? Is our goodness already so great, or our 
righteousness increasing so rapidly, that we have no reason to 
dread the holy vengeance of heaven? Is it possible that our. 
national sins can escape the righteous judgments of God ? 
“¢ He that chastiseth the heathen, shall he not correct us?” 
May not he justly say to us—* Ah, sinful nation, a people la- 
den with iniquity, a seed of evil-doers, children that are cor-. 
rupters, they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked. tlie 
Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward. . 
Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me of. 
mine enemies.” Is, i.4,24. “You only have I known of 
ail the nations of the earth; therefore I will punish you for 
all your iniquities.” Amos iii. 2. 
From this subject we make the following remarks. " 
1. Heis the true friend of his country who “feareth God 
and worketh righteousnéss.” ‘True patriotism is uot an empty . 
claim to philanthropy and public spirit. It is a real regard. 
to the well-being of society, It arises from a combination: of 
disinterestedness, integrity and content, Its essential princi-. 
ples ‘consist ina rational love of liberty, order, law, peace and 
justice, which form the safeguards of the nation pPomote 
the happiness ofthe people. The religton of divine eevalat ¥ 
imposes its sacred obligations on all the members of th civil. 
community. It enjoins on all, the performance of the duties 
Ob. VY. 











r several stations and relations. It is diametrically op- 
to sin, which is destru to the best interests of man 
‘teenpordl ro 


and eternal. It is a_ religion of light and love, 
iness pratt piness. Tt can effect ually bind man to 

n, and promote the common good. It is the only firm found- 
ation of civil government, and the only permanent basis of the 
peste tf mankind. It cannot be prejudicial to the prosper- 
ity and happiness of any people. Can that man be a friend 
to his country who is an enemy to all righteousness ? 

2. The duty of civil rulers is to favour the cause of right- 
eousness. They ought to censider themselves as bound by 
the most sacred obligations to promote the parte good by pro- 
moting virtue and religion, and the general diffusion of know- 
pre. terri the people. In the first place, their own exam- 
ple should be a living law, which would be regarded by many 
who not written laws. They ought to live and act un- 
der a ep and. abiding sense of their responsibility to the 
sovereign d and righteous Judge of all. They ought to 
lend all their influence and use all their endeavours to stem the 
torrent of iniquity, oy seasonably enacting and faithfully en- 
forcing good laws. They ought to adopt such a general train 
of measures as will produce the most numerous and powerful 
motives to practice righteousness, and will take away all temp- 
tations to sin, which is the very bane of society. ‘They ought 
to protect, encourage and employ them who do well, and dis- 
countenance and punish them who do evil. 

3. The great my Aed the people, in respect both to public 
and private good, is to practice righteousness. The honour, 
prosperity and safety of the nation depend on their upright 
conduct. Obedience to the divine law is calculated to make 
them wise and happy. It is their duty to consider civil gov- 
ernment as the ordinance of God, instituted for their good.— 
They ought, therefore, “to be subject to principalities and 

wers, to obey magistrates, and to be ready for every good 
work.” ‘Tit. iit.1. They that resist the existing authorities 
resist the ordinance of God, and shall receive to themselves 
damnation. Rom. xiii.1. They are commanded to pray for 
all that are in authority, and io lead quiet and peaceable lives, 
in all godliness and honesty. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 

If, therefore, we regard the authority of God—if we have 
any respect to his glory—if we love our country—if we seek 
our own best interests, let us with all our might, in our several 
stations and relations, hate and forsake sin, and love and prac- 
tice righteousness. Let us, by prayer, “seek the Lord till he 
come and reign righteousness upon us.” 

The customary addresses to the Constituted Authorities of 
this State will close the discourse. — ii ait 





z8 


g 








By the suffrages of the people of this State, you are called 
to be their Chief . Promotion come pe na 
ter, but from God. “ He putteth down one at th up 
another.” “The Spirit of the Lord God of Israel saith, | 
that ruleth over men must be just, raling in the fear of 
Your high office imposes on you an awful responsibility, “I 
promote the glory of God by promoting the good of the peo- 
ple of this State, is the grand duty of your office. To attain 
this very desirable end, a deep and lasting sense of your own 
insufficiency and a firm and entire reliance on divine aid, are 
indispensably necessary. The grand design of civil govern- 
ment is to be obtained by the suppression of vice and impiety, 
the general diffusion of knowledge, aad the universal reign of 
righteousness. In governing the people of this State, you will 
give praise and protection to them who do well; and you will 
not bear the sword in vain, but revenge the injuries donc te 
the body politic by executing wrath on them who do evil. — 
Thus you will not be a terror to good works, but to the evil); 
and so prove to be the minister of God for good to the people. 
God only can prosper or frustrate your endeavours. “ The 
way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps,” therefore, “trust in the Lord with all thy 
heart, and lean not to thine own understanding. Acknowledge 
him in all thy ways, and he shall direct thy paths.”” The prac- 
tice of personal righteousness will make you honourable and 
useful while you live, and will embalm you memory at death. 
The prayers of the righteous will be offered to the throne’of 
grace in your behalf. May your administration “be as the 
light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning with- 
out clouds ; and as the tender grass springing out ofthe earth, 
by clear shining after rain.” As a faithful minister of God, 


_ - at last receive the approbation of the righteous Judge 
all. 


The honourable Council, and House of Representatives. 


You are chosen by a free people to fill high and responsi- 
ble stations. The dearest interests of the State are committed 
into youhands. The influence of your official acts, whether 
beneficial or injurious, will long be felt by the people of this 
State. The duties to which you are called are numerous and 
arduous, First ofall, like the inspired penmamt of our text, 
ask that wisdom frum God which will be profitable to direct 
you in all matters. Consult the sacred pages of divine revela- 
tion, and there you will find “instruction in righteousness” 
and the most valuable lessons of political wisdom. Jn the dis- 
charge of your duty, every thing connected with the well-being 
of this Commonwealth will claim your most careful attention. 
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{f righteousness be the only solid and permanent foundation of 
ihe . , the. public. va als cannot be too carefully 

d by sale ry laws. If vice be permitted to prevail, it 
at the grand 7 of civil government, and disjoint 
1ole frame of the body c. Remember your respon- 
sibility to “the Governor of the nations.” Legislate in obe- 
diénce to the high behests of heaven. Walk worthy of the 
k bgdom of Christ, which is “ righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost.” May you be an honour anda blessing to 
your country—and at last may it be said to you, Well done, 


cue and faithful servants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord.” 
Amen. 










— 
‘Religious and SWiscellancous Kutelligence. 


THE CHEROKEE INDIANS. 


THE raphe | appeal, (says the Philadelphian,) is from the 
pen of Mr. Gol rother-in-law of Mr. Elias Boudinot, Editor 
of the Cherokee Phenix. He is still in this city, promoting the 
interests of that paper, which has become weemercve = important 
as a medium for the circulation of the scriptures. The gospel of 
Matthew is now in a course of publication in the syllabic charac- 
ters, invented by Guyst; which will put into their possession the 
words of eternal life, at a period much earlier than that in which 
they can be furnished in any other manner by their infant press. 
The aid of the benevolent without their bounds, is much needed, 
not only to sustain this unprecedented enterprise, but that their 
printing establishment may be enlarged to meet the growi 
wants of the people. The members of the Church at Carmel, 
are anxious to have some portion at least, of the scriptures, and 
also some Cherokee Tracts for immediate distribution. 


To THE FRIENDS OF THE INDIAN CAUSE. 


The Cherokee Nation are the first fruits of American missions. 
‘They were given to the Jabours of a Gambold, a Blackburn, a 
Kingsbury, and a Hoyt, with a Worcester. But scarce had this 
star appeared in the west, when it was covered with a pall, by 
the proposition to pluck up the nation. Dr. Worcester hastened 
to the seat of government, to pai sa if possible, the adoption of 
such a measure, and eventually succeeded to the great joy of the 
Cherokee people, and their faithful missionaries. There, in pre- 
ference to any other place, did this friend to the Indians rejoice 
to die. The people regarded him as their distinguished father, 
and they “gave him possession of a burying place” with their 
fathers’ sepulchres. goodly company have since followed him 
from this nation, and with him we trust, are now rejoicing, not 
that they are capable of civilization, but of being “ the sons and 


ae aye of the Lord Almighty.” . tt 

ave our tongues used the proverb, “an Indian will still be an 
Indian?” or the “ unadvised” language, that the Indian is “ more 
brutish ‘thay any man,” and that his blood resists all means of 














those, who have invented, without ge sah cat alpha- 
bet of unparalleled excellence? The are simply 
these :— 

_ Guyst, an untutored native, who had not known the sound of a 
letter, began to say to one and to another, that it was not a good. 
thing for the red men not to have a way to fold up their thoughts. 
and send them to each other, like the whites. But they (adios of 
ed at his singularity. He left off hunting, and betook himss 
the study of letters. His wife reproached him for his indolance 
and folly, and tried to drive him again to hunting. But he was 
busily arranging all the syllables of the Indian tongue after a 
perfect manner; of which, after dissecting every word in the 
language, it seems there were eighty-five, and giving his 
heedful attention to cut out proper characters to represent them. 
The impatience of his wife, at last led her to destroy his letters or 
types. He then left his home, went to the Arkansas, and remain- 
ed there till his plan was perfected, which the philosopher might 
perhaps be apt to call a Jusus nature. His new words ran away 
from him like young partridges of the mountains, and many, by 
these winged messengers, immediately began to whisper to eac 
other, at the distance of a thousand miles. In short their new 
alphabet is judged to be mach superiorto any other in the 
world. It is not withr them as with others, that reading must be 
learned by going to school;—it is a mere pioneer to the schools, a 
part of their mother tongue which is learned in a day by some, 
and which the old and young are able to learn, both to read and 
write, in a few days. Having adopted the pursuit of learning as 
their second nature, engrafted upon the wildness of what is sup- 
posed to lurk in their Frat, they honoured the author with a gol- 
den medal; and their friends in Boston concurred with them in 
giving to his invention the aids of the Press. 


—— 


RELIGIOUS STATE OF GREECE. 


Tue Rev. John Hartly, missionary of the Church Missionary Society, under 
date of Nov. 2, 1827, writes as follows: 


On arriving at Syra [an island in the Grecian Archipelago] I 
had the pleasure of meeting my valued friend, the Rev. Josiah 
Brewer, one of the American missionaries, and in his company 
inade the remainder of the tour. We visited the islands of 
Myconi, Tino, Delos, Syra, (a second time,) and Hydra; and af- 
terward landed at Napoli di Romania, and thence proceeded by 
!and to Argos and Corinth. We then crossed the Isthmus to 
Cenchrea, and, at length, arrived at Egina. 

I am happy to inform you, that our travels have not been with, 
out benefit, and That they hold out the prospect of still greater. 
We have established depots for the sale of the Scriptares in al- 
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ace of cor on ronal ey have visited; and are 
be to find that there Se rae ox them. 

4 a revolution of mind has been keeping pace in Greece 
with political , that in the event it may produce conse- 
quences of incalculable importance. I do not e myself ex- 
aggerating when [ say, that by far the greater proportion of 

nking men are no longer believers in the dogmas and inven- 
tions of men; every where I hear them speaking of a Reforma- 
tion of Religon; and such a thirst for information is afloat, and 
such a free spirit of examination, that we cannot but hope for the 
most beneficial results. It cannot, however, be denied, that there 
is a strong tendency to Infidelity: yet from the readiness with 
which | find persons lending an ear to the evidences of Christiani- 
ty, and retracting error when made acquainted with their force, 
I conceive that scepticism is rather, in Greece, the result of want 
of information, than of opposition to truth. 


—_—@j 


IRELAND. 
BRITISH REFORMATION SOCIETY. 
Extracts from English Publications for May. 


Tue British Society for promoting the Religious Principles of. 
the Reformation, have stated in No. 2, of their Quarterly Ex- 
tracts, that they have authorized the employment of thirteen 
Scripture Readers, at a salary of £20 each; and have distributed, 
in various ways, upwards of 100,000 Tracts, besides Bibles, Tes- 
taments, addresss to their Roman Catholic fellow-countrymen, 
and other smaller publications. 

The authenticated statement of the number of converts up to 
September 30, 1827;—total, 2357. This number consists solely 
of adults, who have publicly abjured the errors of Popery. The 
children of conformists are not included. 


Roman Catholic Bishops. 


Turs body, or at least a considerable number of them, have. 
recently held a meeting in Dublin, for the purpose of establish- 
mg a = Magazine, to advocate the doctrines of the 
Church of Rome. How delightful it is to see such a system as 
Popery dragged to the light by its own short-sighted advocates. 
We shall keep our eye upon this promised Magazine. 


Instances of deplorable Bigotry. 


A nova. ordinance has lately been issued in Saxony, which 
forbids (under heavy penalty) any Saxon, under twenty-one 
years of age, from changing his religion; and any one secretly 
professing a new faith, is to pay a large fine, and to be deprived 
of all his civil rights. 


Tue Bishop of Basle, ina letter to his. clergy, expressed his 
profound grief, that “ the versions of the New Testament,” which 
are forbidden by the Holy See, and “ the Heures Edifiantes,” are 
circulated; as they metamorphose the good Catholics into “ « 
jumble of Biblical Christians, with nothing but their conscience, and 
the Holy Scriptures, so called, for their guide.” The clergy are 
exhorted to destroy these pernicious books, and to permit the 
aithful to read no work which is not allowed by the Pope. 
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By a letter from Bohemia, sae gn pce circulation of the 
Scriptures in that country is pr , and that in consequence 
manv families are leaving the Romish church and embracing the. 
Reformed doctrines, as they cannot reconcile it to their - 
ces to continue in a that denies the fullest liberty of perus- 
ing the Divine Record. 

—>— 


LONDON ANNIVERSARIES. 


WE copy from the New-York Spectator the following abstract of the pro- 


ceedings of some of the numerous religious Societies, at their anniversaries 
held in May last. 


British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The Rev. Mr. Brandon, the Secretary, read the report, by 
which it appeared, that 5000 copies of the Polish Testament are 
now printing in Berlin; that the Turkish Bible had been com- 
pleted—40,000 copies of the New Testament had been printed-at 
Sulzbach. The Finish Testament was in good progress. 2000: 
copies of the ancient and modern Testament had been sent to 
Greece: it had also been translated into the Albanian language. 
The total number of Bibles distributed the past year by the Socie- 
ty were 137,172, and of Testaments, 199,208, being a ccirulation 
of Bibles and Testaments amounting to 42,264 over the distribu- 
tion of the former year. : 

The receipts for the year amounted to eighty-one thousand 
pounds, or 360,000 dollars. After the report was read the meet- 
ing was addressed by Lord Barrowby, the Bishop of Winchester, 
the Bishop of Litchfield, Lord Calthorpe, W. Wilberforce, Esq., 
the Bishop of Sodar and Man, the Rev. Dr. Patterson, the Rev. 
Daniel Wilson, the Rev. Mr. Bain, John Thornton, ., the 
Rev. Mr. Brandrum, the Rev. Mr. Alder, of Montreal, Sir 


Thomas Dyke Acland, and the Rev. Mr. Allen, Rector of St 
Paul’s Church Philadelphia. 


Sunday School Union. 


Tuis Society celebrated its anniversary on the 13th May, and 
from its excellent report we have made the following extract: 
“‘ The total number of schools under this Union, is, 9223, teachers 
92,866, and 916,989 scholars to England and Ireland. The re- 
ceipts during the year was 60431. 5s.6d. At Hamburg and Bre- 
men, prospesees schools have been formed. At Corfu, the Greek 
school contains 40 scholars, who are taught bya priest. The 
schools in India are making rapid strides, and 2216 girls are taught 
in the female schools of Bengal. In Ceylon 7734 scholars are 
instructed, and in New South Wales, Van Dieman’s Land, and 
Polynesia, the Sabbath School cause is progressing. Among the 

entlemen who spoke at this meeting was the Rev. Mr. Allen, of 

hiladelphia, who gave an interesting account of the progress of 
Sunday Schools in the United States. The Rey. gentleman’s 
speech was received, with unbounded applause. 


Wesleyan Missionary Society. 
Tue receipts of this Society the past year was $192,515 42.— 


The report of the progress of the missionary cause is Highly 
gratifying, 











mee ‘chp as held on the 2st 
ence | tain Campbell, R. N. i 
a n. After a suitable address from the Gallant in, 
the report was read by the Rev. T. Vautin. In the floating chap- 
el, it was stated, had been two and sometimes three services on 
every Lord’s day, and one on Thursday eveni the number of 
communicant tickets issued monthly was 135. The attendance dur- 
— Ee amounted to 17,585, of which number 9014 were 
‘sailors. In the Society’s school at Wapping, 180 boys and 90 girls 
were on the books, and the average daily attendance was 137jboys 
and 70 girls, who all received the benefit of Christian instruc- 
tion. society has a library on board the floating chapel, and 
they have issued, eee year, 1715 volumes, 212 pamphlets, 
besides many thousand Tracts. e “ Loan Libraries,” contain 
about two dozen books each, and 68 of these boxes have been 
lent to sea going ships, many of which have been returned with 
ones of the liveliest gratitude. 
he Bethel Flag has. become the rallying signa! to sailors, all 
over the world, for religivus worship, and this flag is now seen 
at China, Bengal, Bombay, Memel, the West Indies, America, 
the Pacific and Indian Islands. 


Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews. 
Ir appears from the report of this Society, that the receipts the 
past year amounted to 12,7271. 7s. 3d. “‘'The schools consist of 
41 boys, and 47 girls. In the seminary are seven students, pre- 


paring to go out as missionaries. Three converted Jews have 
entered the missionary field the past year.” 


—_>--—- 


Tue Western University of Pennsylvania, has conferred on 
the Rev. Alexander Bullions of Cambridge, N. Y. the honorary 
degree of D. D. 


To CornresponpEeNTs.—Our correspondents are getting rather 
remiss. We have received no original matter for some time past. 


We hope this hint will call out a supply for that department of 
our work. 










me @ oe 
MASONRY AND ANTI-MASONRY. 


We have now in this state, and, jud ing from present appearan- 
ces, soon shall have, throughout the Jnited States, two formida- 
ble .parties, arrayed against each other, with all that violence, 
which usually distinguishes times of high party excitement; to 
which will be superadded the most bitter hatred, and jealous dis- 
trust. Masonry onthe one hand, claiming divine origin, an ex- 
istence co-eval with the creation of the world, and all that is ex- 
cellent, in religion and morals, arts and sciences, government and 
civilization—claims, though absurd in the extreme, and in some 
respects blasphemous, yet, with few exceptions, tacitly admitted: 
by the common consent of mankind, until by one of the most. 
daring acts of violence to be found on record, she trampled un- 
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insulted community, by or tis es 
the persons and property of such as dare say 
goddess, and by circulating the most fiend-like falsehoods re- 
specting the fate of the unfortunate victim of their vengeance. 
Bit arrayed against the high pretensions ef this horn of the 
beast, is a numerous body of intelligent and active men, ardent- 
ly devoted to the civil institutions of our country. And they 
have become fully impressed with the belief, that masonry and 
civil liberty cannot both flourish on the same soil. pupae this 
band of men, are many professing the religion of Jesus Christ, 
who consider masonry not only as opposed to the rights of man, 
but diametrically opposite to the ae of Christianity. And 
so well founded is this opinion, that it is indeed matter of sur- 
prise, that any, who bear the Christian nume, should be found in 
the ranks of masonry: and were it not for the religious errors 
and defections of the times, masonry would be unable to number 
on her rolls even a single professor of the name of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 
Believing that anti-masons are engaged in the cause of truth 
and humanity, we shall from time to time, give a brief view of 
their operations. They are rapidly increasing in numbers. A 
weekly paper, devoted exclusively to their interest, has been re- 
cently commenced, with flattering prospects of success, in Boston, 
Mass. Another is contemplated at Hartford, Conn. Several are 
a in New-Jersey and Pennsylvania, one of which, (the 
ndiana county American, publi by James Morehead, Esq.) 
holds strong and unequivocal language, reprebating the who 
8 of masonry. orts are making in Vermont and Ohio for 
the accomplishment of the same object. And we have in this 
state about twenty papers engaged in incessant warefare with the 
institution. The anti-masons are organizing themselves, and ex- 
tending their communications with one another, that they ma 
act with the greater efficiency. Still we do not expect to see this 
iant of iniquity fully destroyed till the ushering in of the mil- 
ennial day; but that his power will be greatly curbed, cannot 
be doubted. 
On the 4th inst.the convention of seceding masons met at Le Roy, 
‘fread and adopted the new Declaration of Independence.” What 
the nature of this instrument is, we are unable to say, not having 
yet seen it. Between the hours of 10 and 11 the people, who 
had assembled to join in the celebration of the day, formed a 
procession and repaired to the Presbyterian church, where the ser- 
vices were commenced with eedat and after the declaration of 
Independence had been read, Mr. H. A. Read delivered an ora- 
tion on the subject which had called them together. At 4 P. M. 
they + assembled in the church, and Solomon Southwick, 
Esq, of this city, delivered his oration to seceding masons, ac- 
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‘Retienclstions of masonry are daily becoming more numerous. 
And it is remarkable, that they all harmonize in their descrip- 
tions of ‘masonry, though all do not seem to be influenced by the 
samemotives. Some have been most influenced by © Solidical, 
others by religious, considerations. Others again, are influenced 
by both the above-mentioned considerations. We subjoin:a few 
extracts from a late renunciation by Obadiah Crane, Esq. of 
Drake Ville, New Jersey. It will serve as a specimen of many 
others; and we believe will not be unacceptable to our readers, 
after'what has already appeared in the Monitor on this subject. 
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“ That it is ing to such results cannot with decency be denied. It burst 
like a volcano in and France, and out of the eame forth a viper, 
that fastened upon Europe and was with difficulty shaken off by their ef- 
forts. What will be its career and its termination in this country, is known on- 
pry a ams eG tah weg op columns of our republic, may, if 
“The manacles of masonry may ‘be shaken off. The moral evil consistsin en- 
; ing indo such an legal euch cy ak my ee: 
Leman on Airing shed will hod ase quite r the violation of a rash or wicked 
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faith once delivered to the saints ;—and as a citizen, forthe purity and t 
laeeatiions Eoleiee purity and perpetuity 


PRESBYTERY OF GENESEE. 

We learn from the Ontario Phoenix, that this Presbytery has 
condemned masonry, and enjoined it upon sessions under their 
inspection to admit none to sealing ordinances who are involved 
in masonic oaths, without a confession of thir sin in this respect. 
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It was conceived by masonry, and instituted we low- 
er po ge that institution, for the accommo of suchas = 
not the ability or disposition to pay the initiating fee into the 
institution. Let the enemies of secret societies and ful 
oaths look to this. It is obvious that oe: looking to this in- 





stitution as a dernier resort, in case they driven from their 
present ground, as the following account abundantly shows: 
the grand de af Old Prion in thats of oy a for an act ap rn 


ists, what is its nature, ne or itoffers If, as ~ been tra ine, 
per 


it profess as its 
ry of most Finotitutions of long staal is generally obscure. 

origin of nations, itis too frequently bested in she or lentils aathenat> 

ty. Paes the tnstination ot Odd Fellows originated in Europe, and has been 
transmitted to these United States, admits we believe of very ittle doubt. We 
know that several socicties of this de exist in London, 1, Bir- 
seen mere ee so parts if Ireland. by ane aan 


oa me yoo pee 3000 made its appearance 

estival, and an fms ee was delivered explanatory of the principles 
of thetordes, and was received by the assembled multitude, who did not 

ny the society, with great a - In France this instituiton is well known. 

, can boast of several cieties of this description. In our own y it has 
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"I a. vensplvania; Marylandand New-York, itsmembers are numer- 
ls le, and have founded man At the sey of ee 
’ ton, the sent of the, genera . ae joer cham islotrans 
splendour. Man t congress have been admitted i 
—< much for the institution bn the city of New-Yook, meg 
a formed city of New-York, shortl r, 
ys catabliched in Pleasant Valley, Dutchess county, and a —— the 
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oa rel whieh Mir. Thouee Wiley ie is sire. The order consists of thirteen 
degrees; one of which row ne Henry, Prince of Lorraine, another was 
derived from Lusi tania,a third from the Suevia, and a fourth from the Moers. 
Its existence may be traced from the historical documents for more than four 
but it doubtless existed for ages before. Thus much forthe ori- 
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